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, Palestinians get stranded 
atEgyptiaribcmier 

JLXFAH* Egypt (AFP) — Around 500 Palestinians 
have been stranded since Wednesday on tte Egyptian 
side of tfan barter with Israel, ap official & the Rafah 
border, post said Monday. “About 500 people are 
srmriM bn sidewalks and hr bus and taxi stations." 
Stovad Badawi said: -Israel closed it*, borders with 
Egypt and Jordan to Palestinian travellers after a dou- 
ble fitricftle bomb atta c k that kitted 1 5 people, includ- 
ing ti* two bomb^. ta a Jeriisakm marker Wednes- 
day Mr- Badawi. said die stranded Palestinians have 
no money, to puyfor lodging or relative* to take them 
in' Citing secitoty reasotsv. Israel also closed the Oja 
border pst. 8fl kilometres south of-JUfah. which is 
j usdsito truck Egs-ptian merchandise takntet ami the 
I autonomous Palestinian temtorirs, Mr. Barittwi said. 
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Iran, Iraq exchange soldiers’ remains 

TEHRAN t AFP) — Iran and Iraq Monday exchanged 
the remains of 15 Iranian soldiers and 47 Iraqi troops 
killed in the 1980-KS war between the two countries, 
the official Mamie Republic News Agency lIRNA) 
said. The exchange occurred at Shalaiulchch. an Iran- 
ian town on ihe border with Iraq, it added. Iran 
demanded the immediate release of all Iranian prison- 
ers, according to IRNA. This exchange lulls under an 
accord concluded in 1996 on repatriating the remains 
of dead soldiers. The remains of 25.000 Iranian sol- 
diers have been recovered since 198$. Iraq sa\s it has 
released ail Iranian prisoners but Tehran insists that 

5.000 are still being held, while according to Baghdad 

20.000 of iLs soldiers remain imprisoned in Iran. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


King and Arafat confer on 
ways to dilute peace crisis 


AMMAN (Petra) — Pales- 
tinian Ptesfdent Yasser 

Arafat held talks Monday 
ujfh His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown . Pnnce 
Hassan shortly after arriv- 
ing m Amman. 

President Arafat briefed 
the King on the extern of 
Israeli measures taken 
against the Palestinians fol- 
lowing the two bomb 
attacks in West Jerusalem 
last Wednesday. 

King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Arafat also reviewed 
the intensive efforts exert- 
ed to ease tensions follow- 
ing Israel's suspension of 
negotiations wit h the Pales- 
tinians. 

President Arafat was also 
received upon arrival by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh. 
For eign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh.'MiHiSlef of fiile- 
rior Nathir Rashid. Minis- 
ter of State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi, 
head of Jordan’s Represen- 


tation Office in Gaza Ziyad 
Majali and Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Omar Kharih. 

The president is accom- 
panied by the PLO’s Exec- 
utive Committee secretary 
general, Mahmoud Abbas, 
and other Palestinian senior 
officials. 

Earlier, in reply to a ques- 
tion from the press follow- 
ing, his meeting with Knes- 
set members on the issues 
that wifi 6c discussed by 
King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Arafat, Dr. Tarawneh 
said: “The meeting is part 
of the ongoing efforts and 
the two leaders will con- 
duct a comprehensive 
assessment of the whole 
situation, and this is some- 
thing which falls within the 
framework of bilateral 
coordination.’' 

Dr. Tarawneh said that 
“the _ ^Palestinian- Israeli . 
track is independent from 
the other tracks but it is 
beset with disagreements 
between the Israelis and 
Palestinians.” 





His Majesty King Hussein receives Palestinian President Yasser Arafat upon his 
arrival in Amman lale Monday for talks on the current peace crisis and efforts 
exerted to lower tensions (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


“All parties dial can influ- 
ence the situation am 
expected to join hands to 


pressure the two sides into 
resuming their meetings at 
the negotiating table and 


Netanyahu maintains hard stance 
in spite of world diplomatic efforts 

Bomb scare keeps Israel ©n toes as harsh 


measures against Palestinians confers 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

DIPLOMATIC MOVES to 
save what remains of the 
Middle East peace process 
gathered pace Monday 
while Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
stood firm in his hardline 
response to last week's 
Jerusalem suicide bomb- 
ings. 

European Union (EU) 
peace envoy Miguel 
Moratinos joined the diplo- 
matic flurry Monday, meet- 
ing first with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
Gaza City and then Mr. 
Netanyahu in Jerusalem in 
a bid to ease the building 
crisis between the two 
sides. 

U.S. Middle East trou- 
bleshooter Dennis Ross is 
due to follow later this 
week. 

Mr. Arafrtu seeking inter- 
national help in pressuring 
Mr. Netanyahu to ease up 
on harsh reprisals follow- 
ing the deaths of 13 Israelis 
in the double suicide bomb 
attacks, headed to Amman 
Monday for talks with 
King Hussein after meeting 
in Egypt with President 
Hosni Mubarak at the 
weekend. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy .is also sched- 
uled to meet Mr. Mubarak 
and his Egyptian counter- 
pan Amr Musa in Egypt 
Tuesday, the same day the 
Arab League is to hold an 
urgent meeting in Cairo at 
Mr. Am far’s request. 

The most immediate 
topic of these talks will be 
how to keep last Wednes- 
day’s suicide bombing by a 
still unidentified group 
from destroying ihe. last 
vestiges of an Israeli-Pales- 
linian peace process which 
has been in deadlock for 
months. 

In Israel, a vast security 
alert to prevent feared new 
terror attacks went into its 
fifth day, with hundreds of 
extra police patnjUixig' (he 
main cities arid responding 
to scores of calls from clti- 






An Israeli border-policewoman questions an Arab woman (O on Jerusalem's 
main pedestrian mall while an ultra-Orthodox Jew (R) rushes by and a border- 
policeman provides an armed guard (2nd L), Monday. The Israeli police chief 
says there is specific information that points to there being a possibility of addi- 
tional attacks (Reuters photo) 


zens worried about suspi- 
cious packages or objects. 

Israel arrested 29 Pales- 
tinians early Monday in a 
sweep of the West Bank, 
part of a strike to weaken 
militants after a twin sui- 
cide bombing took 1 5 lives 
in Jerusalem last week. 

Israel remained on alert 
for more attacks and rein- 
forced security in major 
cities and along the periph- 
ery of die West Bank 

Police said more than 200 
suspect packages or objects 
were destroyed by police 
sappers Sunday and early 
Monday in operations 
which involved closing 
down nearby streets and 
clearing public areas. 

“We’ve never been so 
busy,” said a spokesman for 
the police bomb squad. 

The result has been 
repeated and massive traf- 
fic jams, primarily in 
Jerusalem but also in Tel 
Aviv, which has also been a 
recent target of suicide 
bombers.. _ . . 

.. At the main Jerusalem 
bus station, bomb squads 
cleared a block- wide area 


Monday to check an unat- 
tended bicycle for explo- 
sives. At a roadblock out- 
side the city, soldiers 
meticulously studied iden- 
tity cards and pulled vans 
aside for checks. 

An army statement said 
the Palestinians arrested 
overnight were suspected 
of being involved in “hos- 


tile terrorist activity .” 

After the bombing which 
killed 13 Israelis and 
wounded 150. ; Mr. 

Netanyahu scaled off the 
Palestinian territories, 
blockaded the enclaves 
controlled by Palestinian 
National Authority iPNAi 

(Continued on page 2) 


Palestinian murdered near Jewish settlement | 

YATA (AP) — A Palestinian was shot and killed Sunday | 
near a Jewish settlement in die West Bank, police said, i 

The victim, identified as lssa Jebril Missaf, 57, was| 
from the nearby Palestinian village of Yatn in die Hebron 
area. 

His cousin, Mohammed Missaf, said the victim was 
shot by a settler. 

“My cousin was on hh? way to bring in his sheep when 
a car wilh yellow [Israeli] licence plates stopped and the 
driver called lssa over and shot him dead with a pistol ” 
Mr. Missaf said. 

The settler escaped into the nearby settlement of 
Carmel, Mr. Missaf told the Associated Press. 

The Israeli police issued a statement confirming that the 
man was shot from a car and died, but said the reports that 
the car had Israeli licence- plate* had not been proven, and 
police were investigating. 

The shooting is likely to inflame tensions in the West 
B ank, already seething because of the stalemate in the 
peace process, tough travel restrictions and other mea- 
sures imposed by Israel after last Wednesday's bombing. 


discus.*, all outstanding 
issues,” added Dr. 
Tarawneh. 


Israel 
refuses to 
transfer 
funds to 
PNA 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel refused Monday to 
transfer S40 million it 
owes to the Palestinian 
National Authority* (PNA) 
as a retaliatory measure 
following last week's 
double suicide bombing 
in Jerusalem by suspected 
Islamic militants. 

Finance Minister 

Yaaknv Neeman said the 
funds — primarily taxes 
and duties collected by 
Israel on goods transiting 
to Palestinian areas — 
will not be handed over 
until the PNA “fulfils its 
commitments to fight 
against terrorism.” 

Under signed peace 
agreements, Israel is 
required to hand over the 
collected taxes on a 
monthly basis. Monday 
was the deadline for 
transferring those funds 
collected in July. 

The director general of 
the Palestinian finance 
department, Atef 

Aluwneh. said the lax rev- 
enues withheld by Israel 
represent some 60 per 
cent of the PNA's total 
revenue. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
said the punitive mea- 
sures ordered after last 
week's bombing, which 
killed 13 Israelis, would 
not be lifted until the 
PNA proves it is acting 
againsi violent militants 
in the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

President Yasser Arafat 
has charged that the 
Israeli measures, which 
include closing all bor- 
ders between Israel and 
the territories and 
blockading self-rule 
enclaves, are a ’declara- 
tion of war” against his 
autonomy government 
and himself. 

Mr. Arafat has appealed 
to the U.N. and the World 
Bank to pressure Israel to 
ease the clampdown. 


Members of Parliament 
boycott Knesset visitors 


By Tartq Ayyoub 
Special :n ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Visiting 
Israeli ia<A makers Monday 
said thet u ere disappointed 
that Jordanian MPi boy- 
cotted them during their 
two- da;, visit. 

The head of ihe delega- 
tion said his colleagues are 
sony that relations between 
the two parliaments have 
not yet been established. 

“We tried to contact 
them... but ue did not suc- 
ceed. We still have hope 
that ue uil! succeed in the 
near future" said Saleh 
Tarif. 

“I think that one of the 
mistakes that our brothers 
in the JorJanian parliament 
have made is nor to try to 
make their voice heard to 
the people of Israel, espe- 


cially to the Knesset in 
Israel.” Mr. Tarif. an Arab 
Labour Knesset member. 
saiJ in a press conference 
after meetings with Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Fave/. 
Tarawneh. 

Jordanian MPs refused to 
meet with (he Israeli dele- 
gation. whose 14-member 
held talks only with Jordan- 
ian government officials. 

The visiting team includ- 
ed representatives from 
most of Israel's political 
parties, except the extreme 
right- uing Moledet. 

Tsomet and Shas ponies. 

Mr. Tarif said the “bov- 
cou will not be useful. We 
are heading towards peace 
despite ail hurdles.” 

He said he believed that 
“anti-normalisation senti- 


ments” in Jordan were 
behind the meeting boycott 
but that the two sides have 
to sit together and discuss 
all differences. 

The Likud member of 
Knesset iMKt in the dele- 
gation. Zcev Boim. empha- 
sised that peace between 
Jordan and Israel should 
not be only between the 
leaders of the two countries 
but also between the two 
peoples. 

“Till now the peace 
between the two sides is a 
political peace. It is merely 
between our governments. 
We are happy with what 
has happened so far, but 
unfortunately. the 

Jordan -Israel peace is 

only between the 
leaders. It should be 

t Continued on page 2 ) 


Israeli commandos stage battle 
outside Lebanese occupied zone 


KFOUR (AFP) — Israeli 
commandos staged a raid 
deep imo Lebanese territory 
on Monday, killing five 
Hizbollah guerrillas in an 
apparent revenge attack for 
the killing of ' members of 
their unit tw o years ago. 

The five members of the 
Iran-backed Shiite Muslim 
group were killed and six 
civilians wounded when a 
bomb left behind by the 
Israeli troops exploded well 
north of the Israeli-occupied 
zone in south Lebanon, secu- 
rity sources said. 

“We are almost certain that 
some of the five terrorists 
took part in an attack in Sep- 
tember 1995 which cost the 
lives of nine soldiers in south 
Lebanon." an Israeli army 
spokesman said 

The nine dead soldiers 
belonged to the same elite 
Golani Infantry Brigade 
which carried out Monday's 
operation, a rare sortie by 
Israeli forces deep into 
Lebanese territory north of 
the Israel's self-declared 
“security zone.” 

The commando unit was 
dropped in the area by heli- 
copter during the night and 
became involved in two 
hours of fierce fighting with 
Hizbollah guerrillas near the 
village of Kfour. 

"A number of terrorists 
were wounded during a mili- 


tary operation in the region of 
Nabatiyeh,” the Israeli army 
said in a statement. A HizboJ- 
lah spokesman in Beirut 
denied the clashes had caused 
any casualties in its ranks. 

The bomb, camouflaged as 
a rock, exploded at around 
5:30 ajn. several hours after 
the Israeli commando unit 
had left the area, witnesses 
said. 

The witnesses said they 
believed the bomb was plant- 
ed by the commando force 
and detonated by an 
unmanned Israeli MK recon- 
naissance plane flying over 
the area at the time. 

Lebanese army anti-aircraft 
guns fired on the reconnais- 
sance aircraft. 

The Israeli raid sparked 
immediate threats of reprisals 
from Hizbollah which said its 
retaliation will be “harsh and 
painful for the enemy.” 

“The heroic death of our 
martyrs will lead to the funer- 
als of enemy soldiers,” said 
Sheikh Nabil Qawooq, the 
Hizbollah official for south 
Lebanon. 

“Battle will remain the only 
language with which we 
speak with the Zionists. 
Occupation forces should 
know that the battlefield is for 
us the only meeting place 
today, tomorrow and until the 
eradication” of Israel, be said. 

Among the dead was Hus- 


sein Qassir. an official of 
Hizbollah s military ami. and 
a theology student, the secu- 
rin' sources said. 

A civilian, identified as 
Ridha Hassan Safa, who was 
passing by the area suffered 
serious wounds and remained 
in critical condition, police 
said. 

Five other civilians in 
Kfour were injured, one of 
them seriously, when glass 
shattered in their homes, 
police said. Lebanese army 
troops sealed off the area 
where the explosion rook 
place and searched for other 
possible bombs. 

No Israeli troops were 
wounded in the raid, the first 
time in eight years that an 
Israeli commando unit is 
known to have ventured so 
far outside the occupied zone. 

The last time Israelis ven- 
tured so far north was in July 
1989 when they kidnapped 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid. 
a Hizbollah leader, from his 
home at Jibshit west of 
Nabatiyeh. 

in 1994. another comman- 
do unit abducted Mustafa 
Dirani, an Islamist leader 
close to Hizbollah. from his 
home ar Qsamabaa in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Val- 
ley. 

Both men are still detained 
in Israel. 


U.N. chief approves Iraqi 
food plan, names new head 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan Monday- 
approved an Iraqi distribu- 
tion plan for food, medicine 
and other humanitarian 
supplies, necessary before 
Baghdad would agree to 
resume oil exports. 

"The secretary-general 
sent to the president of the 
Security Council a letter 
informing the council that 
[he I had approved Iraq’s 
plan for the purchase and 
distribution of human sup- 
plies under the oil- for- food 
programme," U.N. 

spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said. 

He announced that Denis 
Halliday of Ireland had 
been appointed as the new 
humanitarian coordinator 
for ihe programme, in 
which more than 100 U.N. 
monitors are supervising 
the deal. 

Mr. Halliday. an assistant 
secretary-general in charge 
of personnel, will replace 
StafFan de Mistura of Italy, 
a veteran U.N. relief assis- 


tance official, who went to 
Iraq in February. 

At issue is a 680-page 
plan in which Iraq has out- 
lined how it will distribute 
goods bought under an oil- 
for- food programme that 
went into effect last 
December. 

This plan allows Iraq to 
sell up to $2 billion worth 
of oil every six months to 
buy food, medicine and 
other supplies for its people 
under U.N. sanctions in 
force since Iraqi troops 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

Iraq had tied the resump- 
tion of exports to approval 
from Mr. Annan of the dis- 
tribution plan, apparently to 
make sure the U.S. and 
other council members 
quickly endorse contracts 
for food, medicine and 
other goods. 

Oil sales have been divid- 
ed into two 90-day periods. 
The plan was renewed for 
another ISO days or six 
months on June 8. 

Iraq had maintained that 
the startup date for the lat- 


est phase of the plan would 
begin when Mr. Annan 
approved the programme. 

But the council rwo 
weeks ago insisted the day 
was still June 8. So Iraq 
w'ill have just over a month 
to try to meet its sales quota 
before the first 90-day peri- 
od expires on Sept. 5. 

One obstacle that delayed 
approval was Iraq's report- 
ed failure to earmark goods 
for the most vulnerable, 
such as handicapped chil- 
dren and the sick. 

Mr. Eckhard said last 
week the U.N. believed it 
had settled the issue. “We 
asked Iraq for certain assur- 
ances on that subject and 
we received them in writ- 
ing” he said. 

Oil cannot flow freely, 
however, until the sanctions 
are lifted. One key require- 
ment for lifting the ban on 
oil exports is a clean bill of 
health from UJ9. arms 
inspectors that Iraq has 
destroyed its weapons of 
mass destruction, related 
materia] and plans. 
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Khatami reappoints Iran’s 
same first vice-president 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s 
new President Mohammad 
Khatami Monday named 
Hassan Habibi as first vice- 
president, a post he held 
under outgoing President 
Akbar Hasherui Rafsan- 
jani. 

But he kepr his cabinet 
list under wraps, although 
Iran’s ambassador to the 
U.N.. Kamal Kharrazi, said 
he had been approached to 
become foreign minister. 

The reappointment of Mr. 
Habibi, who acts as gov- 
ernment spokesman, was 
announced by Iran's offi- 
cial news agency IRNA. 

Mr. Khatami, who took 
the oath of office on Mon- 
day. must submit his list of 
ministers for approval by a 
parliament dominated by 
conservatives, whose hard- 
line Speaker AJi Akbar 


Nateq-Nouri went down to 
a heavy defeat in the May 
presidential election. 

Deputies in the 270-seat 
national assembly have 
already hinted at displea- 
sure with Mr. Kharami’s 
failure to consult them 
while forming his cabinet. 

According to the consti- 
tution the president must 
submit the names of pro- 
posed ministers within two 
weeks of raking office. 

Mr. Khatami hinted after 
Monday’s ceremony that 
his list had not been com- 
pleted. “When the list is 
complete I will present ir to 
the Majlis," he told Iranian 
state television. 

Mr. Kharrazi told Reuters 
he had been approached to 
head the foreign ministry, 
replacing Ali Akbar Velay- 
ati. 


“There have been some 
discussions with me about 
this.” Mr. Kharrazi said. 
Asked whether he had 
accepted, he said “hut we 
have to wait until the cabi- 
net is presented to parlia- 
ment.” 

Mr. Kharrazi, who has a 
U.S. doctorate in manage- 
ment psychology, has been 
Iran's ambassador to the 
world body since 1990. He 
often issues statements 
from New York in response 
to reports about Iran in the 
U-S. media and remarks by 
American officials. 

Jomhuri Eslami newspa- 
per last week cast doubt on 
Mr. Kharrazi ’s ability to 
embark on “absolutely 
essential” fundamental for- 
eign policy changes. 

Iranian newspapers have 
published conflicting cabi- 


net lists but several report- 
ed that navy chief Rear- 
Admiral Mortaza 

Shamkhani was expected 
to head the defence min- 
istry. 

In recent years Adm. 
Shamkhani has been in 
charge of the overhaul of 
the navy and deployment 
of Russian submarines and 
Chinese missiles and war- 
ships. 

Several names have been 
published as possible 
replacements for Oil Min- 
ister Gholam Reza 
Aqazadeh who has run 
Iran’s oil industry since 
1985. 

Energy Minister Bijan 
Namdar Zanganeh has 
been widely tipped in Iran- 
ian media to succeed Mr. 
Aqazadeh. 

(See story on page 12) 



A Palestinian woman expresses her anger Sunday after Israeli municipality workers demolished her 
family's house in the village of A1 Ram, near Jerusalem. According to reports, the Israeli authorities con- 
sidered the home an illegal structure (See story on page 1) ( AEP pnoto) 


Suspects to plead not guilty of 
murder attempt of Kuwaiti MP 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The five suspects in the 
shooting of Kuwaiti mem- 
ber of parliament and anti- 
corruption campaigner 
Abdullah Al Naibari are to 
plead not guilty of 
attempted murder when 
the trial opens on Tues- 
day. their lawyer said 
Monday. 

“The suspects intended 
only to stop Naibari by 
shooting the tyres of his 
car. not to kill him.” Nabil 
Al Wugyan told Agence 
France Presse. “But due to 
a mistake in aiming, 
Naibari was hit." 

Three Kuwaitis and two 
Iranians were arrested 
after Mr. Naibari was shot 
twice in the June 6 attack 
as he drove back to 
Kuwait City from his 
beach house. The liberal 
deputy’s wife. Ferial Al 
Freih. was also lightly 
wounded. 

Two of the Kuwaitis and 
the Iranians are being 
charged with the attempt- 
ed murder of the couple 
and possession of illegal 


weapons. 

The third Kuwaiti is fac- 
ing charges of providing 
shelter to the four and 
concealing the weapons 
used in the attack. All five 
are to plead not guilty to 
the charges, the lawyer 
said. 

Mr. Wugyan said the 
weapons seized by police 
after the arrests were 
hunting rifles, expect for 
the gun used in the attack 
on Mr. Naibari, which was 
equipped with a silencer. 

The shooting triggered 
heated debate over 
whether the attack was a 
personal vendetta or polit- 
ically motivated. The gov- 
ernment angrily denied 
accusations of sheltering 
fugitives. 

Supporters of Mr. 
Naibari, who is still 
undergoing hospital treat- 
ment in the U.S.. said it 
was linked to his work 
against corruption, 

notably when he chaired a 
parliamentary committee 
for the protection of pub- 
lic funds. 


The suspects are part of 
a “mafia” which embez- 
zles public funds, accord- 
ing to some liberal 
deputies. 

Mrs. Freih. in an article 
she penned for the news- 
paper AI-Qabas Monday, 
appealed to the authorities 
to ensure that justice is 
applied evenly in the Gulf 
emirate. 

“Your conscience is 
being put to a delicate test 
which will not be passed 
simply by apprehending 
those wbo did it. Its real 
achievement is measured 
by the heroism of the con- 
frontation of the roots of 
violence and corruption ... 

“Applying the law to 
everyone by the decision- 
makers is an urgent need 
and is a safety net for us 
all,’’ the deputy’s wife 
said. 

The defence lawyer has 
said the court is expected 
to call an adjournment of 
several weeks after (he 
initial hearing, to allow 
the defence time to pre- 
pare its case. 


S. Arabia executes Nigerian 
and Saudi for drugs, murder 


RIYADH (AP) — A 
Saudi man convicted of 
murder and a Nigerian 
man convicted of drug 
smuggling were behead- 
ed in Saudi Arabia Mon- 
day. 

The beheadings raised 
to 75 the number of peo- 
ple executed in the king- 
dom this year. 

Mohammad Ben Rafan 
Al Enizi. a Saudi citizen, 
was found guilty of 
fatally shooting fellow- 
tribesman Mohammed 


Ben Samir Al Enizi after 
an argument and execut- 
ed in the capital Riyadh, 
an interior ministry 
statement said. 

Idriss Mohammed Ali. 
a Nigerian, was found 
guilty of smuggling an 
undisclosed amount of 
heroin and executed in 
the Red Sea port city of 
Jeddah, the statement 
said. 

Last year. Saudi Arabia 
executed 71 people. 

The kingdom’s Islamic 


courts impose the death 
penalty for rape, murder, 
drug trafficking and 
armed robbery. People 
convicted of those 
crimes are beheaded in 
public with a sword. 

Human rights groups 
have criticised the exe- 
cutions on grounds that 
they follow trials in 
which suspects are not 
well represented by 
lawyers and are denied 
due process, such as 
legal appeals. 


Members of Parliament 
boycott Knesset visitors 


(Continued from page 1) 

enlarged to be between 
peoples,” Mr. Boim said. 

Israeli Communist Party 
representative Saleh 
Salim urged Jordanian 
lawmakers to differenti- 
ate between those who 
are in support of peace 
with Arabs and those who 
want to destroy it (the 
peace process) in Israel. 

“In Israel there are more 
than one million Arab cit- 
izens. There are Jewish 
groups in -Israel" that are 
opposed to the policies of 
the government of [Prime 
Minister Benyamin] 
Netanyahu. Putting all of 
us in one basket is"a great 
mistake. This harms us.” 
Mr. Salim said. 

On bilateral relations, 
Mr. Tarif said he dis- 
cussed with Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid the 
difficulties facing Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians 
who warn to visit their kin 
in Israel and the Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas. 

He added that the dele- 
gation will brief the 
Knesset to help facilitate 
the issuance of visas by 
the Israeli embassy in 
Amman. 

He said that his team 
will also work to help 
remove the obstacles that 
impede the movement of 
goods between the two 
countries. 

On the peace talks dead- 
lock. Mr. Tarif said that 
the majority of Israelis 
believe that there is no 
alternative to the peace 
process. 

He urged Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
and Mr. Netanyahu to 
work together to bring 
peace back on track. 

He said His Majesty 
King Hussein said he was 
ready to visit Israel and 
the Palestinian self-rule 


areas to ease tensions. 

Mr. Tarif announced 
that a group of Israeli 
Arab MKs will visit Syria 
this week as part of a 
large Arab-Israeli delega- 
tion. 

“We have been invited 
as representatives of the 
Israeli Arab community 
to meet with President 
(Hafez) Assad. We hope 
that we will be a bridge 
for peace between Israel 
and Syria,” he said. 

Mr. Tarif said the team 
will deliver a message to 
the Syrian leadership but 
declined to elaborate. 

The visit of the Arab- 
Jsraeli delegation to Dam- 
ascus was welcomed by 
non-Arab MKs, but they 
said that the delegation to 
Syria should include Jew- 
ish Israelis as well. 

“In fact a delegation of 
the Arab-Israeli Knesset 
members to Syria is an 
important event, but it is 
not important enough 
because President Assad 
must realise that in order 
to have peace with Israel, 
he cannot do it with 
Israeli-Arabs, which are a 
minority in Israel. If he 
wants to make peace he 
should invite Israeli Jews 
who are the majority,” 
said Avraham Poraz. an 
MK representing the left- 
wing Mertez Party. 

Mr. Tarif said the visit 
to Syria was arranged 
directly by a Syrian “per- 
son" who arrived in Israel 
and invited the delega- 
tion. He did not disclose 
the name of the Syrian 
mediator. 


Turk army sacks Islamist members 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
powerful military said Mon- 
day it had sacked 76 mem- 
bers of the ranks for discipli- 
nary reasons, apparently a 
move by the secularist com- 
manders against Islamist 
activism in the ranks. 

“Seventy-six personnel 
were dismissed from tbe 
Turkish armed forces after 
evaluation of their discipli- 
nary and moral positions," 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency reported the Supreme 
Military Council as deciding 
after a four-day meeting. 

Earlier, mass-circulation 
daily Milliyet said 73 of the 
officers and non-commis- 


sioned officers were being 
sacked for links ro Tslamist 
activism. 

The derisions were signed 
at military headquarters by 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz. who chaired the four- 
day council meeting five 
weeks after coming to power 
at the head of a right-left 
coalition. 

The army, which regards 
itself as the guardian of 
Turkey’s secularist tradition, 
had sacked dozens of officers 
at council meetings in previ- 
ous years. 

The former Islamist-led 
government had collapsed 
after pressure from the mili- 


tary to introduce measures 
aimed at curbing the role of 
religion in public life. 

The council also appointed 
new generals to lead the 
army, navy and air force after 
the retirement of the existing 
leaders. 

It said it had appointed 
Huseyin Kivrikoglu as army 
chief to replace Hikmet Kok- 
sal. 

Salim Dervisoglu was 
selected to take over as the 
navy chief from Guvea 
Erkaya and Dhan Kilic was 
chosen to replace Ahmet 
Corekci as head of the air 
force. 


Netanyahu maintains hard stance 


(Continued from page 1) 

and suspended the transfer of 
millions of dollars in tax rev- 
enues to the cash-strapped 
Palestinian entity'. 

Mr. Arafat has called the 
measures a "declaration of 
war” which was all the more 
unjustified given that Israelis 
have not identified the suicide 
bombers and have not ruled 
out that they may have been 
sent from abroad and not 
from Palestinian areas. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to back down, saying 
that whoever carried out the 
attack, "it is veiy clear ... that 
they had to have local support 
and this most likely came 
from the Gaza Strip or the 
West Bank." 

Mr. Netanyahu has bluntly 
warned Mr. Arafat that if he 
fails to honour his commit- 
ment under signed peace 
agreements to crack down on 
violent militants. Israel will 
renounce the accords and 
possibly send troops back into 
Palestinian zones. 

“I am asking the Palestinian 
(National) Authority to make 
a choice, fight terrorism in 
order to have peace, or do the 
contrary and we won’t have 
peace,” Mr. Netanyahu said 
in one television interview. 

Israeli officials said their 


goal in the building diplomat- 
ic effort will be to increase 
pressure on the Palestinians to 
dismantle Islamic radical 
movements and arrest their 
leaders. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
was expected in the region 
later in the week to tiy to get 
the two sides back to the 
negotiating table. 

Time magazine said that 
Hamas had intended to assas- 
sinate Dennis Ross on one of 
his previous visits to Israel in 
an effort to torpedo the nego- 
tiations and weaken Mr. 
ArafaL 

Mr. Moratinos presented 
the other side of the coin 
Monday, insisting that Israel 
has over-reacted on the secu- 
rity front and must focus on 
rebuilding crust and peace 
moves with the Palestinians. 

’The EU supports all mea- 
sures that can bring security 
to the Israeli government and 
people." he said after meeting 
Mr. ArafaL “But we really 
cannot understand some mea- 
sures that, instead of bringing 
security are bringing insecuri- 
ty." 

“I will cry to persuade Prime 
Minister Netanyahu that cer- 
tain measures have to be 
reconsidered," he said. “We 
cannot accept the agenda of 
extremists who want to block 


the peace process." 

Ehud Barak, leader of 
Israel’s opposition Labour 
Party, also attacked Mr 
Netanyahu's stance. 

“Tbe pressures being put oo 
the Palestinian [National] 
Authority are ineffective, will 
not last" and wall simply : 
strengthen tbe extremists 
while weakening Mr. Arafat’s 
position," be said. 

Colonel Jibril Rajoub, the. 
head of Palestinian preven- 
tive security in the West 
Bank, said the Palestinians 
were doing their best to pre- 
vent attacks and urged Israel 
to ease the restrictions in 
Palestinian areas. 

“The Israeli measures have 
placed the entire region in cri- 
sis. Perhaps all of us will pay 
dearly for the blasts,” Col 
Rajoub said on the Voice of 
Palestine. “The loser will be 
the one who pushed the 
region to the edge of explo- 
sion.” 

Mr. Musa urged the two 
sides to exercise restraint and 
respect peace accords to pave 
the way for the U.S. attempt 
to revive the peace process. 

“The two sides need to 
move forward on the basis of 
signed accords while main- 
taining peace and security and 
exercising restraint,” he told 
journalists in Cairo. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Square One TV 

15 JO Dng House 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:00 ...» Album Show 

18:10 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19 J5 Coach 

20:00 .Tilt 

20:30. Encounter 

21:10 Doc. — Nature of Things 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 West Beach 

23:15 Mini-scrie 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:21 Fajr 

05:48 (Sunrise i Duha 

12:42 Dhuhr 

16:22 *Asr 

19:35 Maahreb 

21:«2 .7/Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Maiy of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of (he Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 

661757. 

Terra Saocta Church Tel. 

622366 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tet. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 ] 295 

English-spea king 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
mem of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures slight- 
ly below than average and winds 
north westerly moderate to 

active. In Aqaba, it will be hot 
and dusty, winds northwesterly 
moderate to active, and seas 
calm. 

Amman ....... .... 17/28 


Aqaba 25/37 

Deserts.... 16/33 

Jordan Valley 24/37 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 36 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 50 per 
cent. Aqaba 36 percenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid AlMasri 675485 

Dc Yousef Rashid 875792 

Dr. Junt a Abu Dhiab 758848 

Dr. KhaHJbali 740740 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy —623672 
N^Jib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2*81484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dn Walid Halaseh 982799 

Kbahfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .6 17101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.......630321 

Hotel Complaints .._ 605S00 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 II I 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .................. .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television _7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority,.,,.-.... 680 1 UQ 
Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Aha IntL Airport 08- 


53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akik-h Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal ■ Amman Maternity 

-642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .630 14U 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
Tbe Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhU, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. 775 1 1 1/26 

Army, Marita .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 6741 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (0919S3323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

.... (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 


Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

102)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 ..Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 ... Muscal, Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 ..London (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJi 

17:40 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJl 

18:30 Chicago, Amsterdam i RJ ) 
19:00 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 

22 JO Madrid (add) I RJ) 

01:30 - Madrid (RJ) 

03:15 Jeddah (add) i RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:00 Cairo (MS) 

13:00 Riyadh (SVi 

14 JO Dubai (EK) 

16:40 Ismabul (TK) 

18:05 Kiev (6 U) 

21:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:50 Aden (IY) 


23:55 Lamaca(CY) 

23:45 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 Bueharej.t(RO> 

01:25 Jakarta rGA) 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 

04:25 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 ....Amman (QAlA)tRW) 
10»O Amman < Marka Airport) 
t.RWi 

18:20 .Tel Aviv 

iRW) 

ISb30 .... Amman i QAIA) (RW) 

32:20 -...Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman tMarica Airport) 
(RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ ) 

09:00 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

fi’-OO Madrid (add) I RJ) 

12:25 ..Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:40 .... Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

(RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

!*“ Paris (RJ) 

IJ.15 .Cain? (RJ) 


14:05 London (RJ) 

14:05 Madrid (RO 

21:25 - —Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:00 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:25 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

00:15 — Damascus (RJ) 

02:25 .Madrid (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:30 Riyadh (SV) 

10:00..... Cairo (MS) 

17:40 —Istanbul (TO 

19:05 Kev(6U) 

20:15 .. JDubai(EK) 

22:50 TeIAyiv(LY) 

23:50 Aden(IYl 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

02:25 London (GA) 

02 JO Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

04:00 Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
07:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:15 Aqaba (RW) 

10 JO ....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv 

(RW) 

21 JO ...Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22 JO .Aqaba (IW0 
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CEDAW impact debated in conference 


B^fbuttBessrinf 

Ionian Tiz^ Stqff RepL'tk-r ~ 

AMMAN - The impact of 
lhe Gjavemion ‘on ihe 
Elimitttttau of Dtscrinurta* 
lion Againtf Wjmcn 
(CEOA^'I; itt loniarr was 
Monday reviewed id a day* 
Ions ftTKtohop. in which 
three major ttetneswcK 

di:~cuhsed within working 
gliJUp*. 

Itvdm signed the**#*- 
vcmion ia December of 
i^ftU but CEDAW was 
only endorsed fay Parlia- 
ment in Augnsi of 1992 
v. nh reserviUitH»‘.oa three 
articles l one concerning 
equal titgAcs. for men and 
women with respect to the 
lutiuitality of their children 
and offering the freedom to 
chuov* their residence; the 
second would grain women 
equality in marriage and ifs 
dissolution as we}} as 
parental responsibility and 
finally the right to choose a 
lumily mum and profes- 
sion. 

The reservations working 
group supported [he gov- 
ernmenr’s reservations in 
not ottering Jordanian citi- 
zenship to offspring of & 
Jardaman woman and for- 
eign man, but decided to 
add an article which would 
allocate these children the 
right to permanent resi- 
dence in the Kingdom. 

The working group 
decided in favour of a 
woman’s right to travel and 
establish residence, ‘if it is 


- a condition in the marriage 
certificate*" V. . 

The group, which... dis- 
: cussed the . legislation, 
agreed Oiat. each article 
which requires amending 
firit- b«f< revjctwd by the 
.kalian. National Cpm- 
mineefiV Women fJNCWi 
legal committee. 

--. The* 1 - awareness-raising 
group lecommemk-d pub- 
lishing a summary td the 
material ami organising 
lectures on the convention, 
to be presented to govern - 
mental ami non-govern- 
mental organisations. print- 
ed in the media, and for (he 
public Sector, schools and 
universities. 

The group also recom- 
mended forming pressure 
groups to convince deci- 
skm-makcis to support 
CHDAW articles, and 
organise awareness pro- 
grammes fur both men and 
women. regarding 

women’s rights. 

“These recommendations 
will be referred to the 
JNCW for revision.” said 
AMa Amawi, senior pro- 
gramme officer at the Unit- 
ed Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

“Hopefully, this work- 
-shop and its resolutions 
will encourage various 
institutions to jointly work 
to facilitate the implemen- 
tation and dissemination of 
the convention,” Dr. 
Amawi told the Jordan 
Times; 

During ihe opening cere- 


mony. Joi^eft Lijisner. U.N. 
resident coordinator in Jor- 
dan. stated the workshop 
will ’’hopefully clarify in 
which way the United 
Nations agencies in Jordan 
can best support ongoing 
national efforts, wiihin Par- 
liament, the Jordanian 
National Cununiueo for 
Women, and elsewhere, lo 
safeguard die legal rights 
of women in Jordan " 

“We see CEDAW. which 
Jordan has ratified and 
accepted in principle, as 
the most suitable instru- 
ment for women and the 
society as a whole," Mr. 
Lissner said. 

Dorrit AUipaeus-Stahl. 
UNICEF representative to 
Jordan, said lier agency 
found that, in the King- 
dom. while gender dispari- 
ties have largely disap- 
peared in lenitt of heaJib 
and education, gender 
stereotyping, discriminato- 
ry practices and traditional 
attitudes remain wide- 
spread.” 

“These practices and atti- 
tudes arc singling out 
women as inferior to hoys 
and men, and restricted 
them,” Ms. Afonaeiis- Stahl 
emphasised. “If we do not 
want to waste the energy, 
skills, and ambitions of 
half of the population, we 
must not Id gender-based 
restrictions prevail” 

The morning session 
included two papers which 
were presented by Lam is 
Nasser. UNICEF consul- 


tant, on “Background. His 
tnry and Coaienr of 
CEDWA: A Genera) 

Overview." and a study on 
"CEDWA and Jordan; 
Reservation to CEDAW 
and the Regional Situation 
— A Comparative Study.” 

Ms. Nasser’s study" of 
CEDAW and Jordan, pre- 
pared in 1996. aimed at 
raising public awareness of 
CEDAW, formulating pro- 
cedural recommendations 
for ending unjustifiable 
discrimination against 
women in Jordan, leading 
ultimately to withdrawal of 
icservutiims regarding 
some articles in the con- 
vention. 

The study recommended 
conducting’ a survey, to he 
executed by professional 
researchers, on all forms of 
discrimination against 
women in Jordan. 

Further, the study culled 
for adopting a CEDAW 
promotion strategy, 

including a series of train- 
ing workshops lo educate 
u'omen-related NGOs 
about the convention and 
to translate the final droit 
of the project’s document 
into Arabic in order to suc- 
cessfully disseminate it to 
women Iter. 

The third paper, present- 
ed by Rehab Qaddoumi, 
rapporteur of the legal 
committee at the the Jor- 
danian National Commit- 
tee for Women (JNCW), 
exhibited the achievements 
of JNCW legal committee. 


Ms. Quddoumi reviewed 
some of the laws which 
previously discriminated 
against women and were 
recently amended in their 
favour. 

Such laws, she main- 
tained. included allowing 
widows or divorced 

women to obtain a family 
book, as well as a labour 
law which lengthened the 
amount of lime allotted for 
maternity leate and stipu- 
lated that employers set up 
day care programmes in 
workplaces in which over 
20 women work. 

However. Ms. Qaddoumi 
described gaps in several 
laws as “biased to men. 
such as the Civil Law and 
Penal Code." 

“We studied some specif- 
ic articles and formed a 
draft law which is current la- 
under >ruJy by rhe Council 
of Ministers," she said. 

Dean of the Law School 
at the University of Jordan 
Dr. Mohammad Ghzuwi 
presented a paper entitled 
"Jordanian Legislation 
Concerning Women — 
Between Theory and Prac- 
tice.” 

The one-day workshop, 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC), was organ- 
ised by the United Nations 
Inter-Agency Task Force 
on Gender, which is com- 
prised of nine U.N.-bused 
agencies: ESCWA, UNDP. 
UNESCO. UNFP. 

UNICEF. UNIFEM, 

UNRWA. WFP. and WHO. 


‘Contaminated poultry 
sold to Amman, Zarqa’ 


ZARQA (Petra) — The 
Ruseifah Public Health 
Committee Monday dosed 
certain poultry slaughter- 
houses in Hitteen Camp for 
violating public health reg- 
ulations. 

Head of the Committee 
Thamer Majali, affirmed 
that various persons were 
either raising poultry in 
their houses or convening 
their homes into slaughter- 
houses. 

They then butchered fowl 
there for later sales to 
restaurants in Amman and 
Zarqa. he stated. 

“This poultry is unfit for 
human consumption as 
smallpox and other dis- 
eases have been found 
among samples of the 
flocks,” Mr. Majali 
affirmed. 

Some foreign labourers 
have been illegally work- 


ing at these slaughterhous- 
es, he added. 

“We found foreign 
labourers working without 
obtaining the required per- 
mission from the ministries 
of labour and health,” Mr. 
Majali confirmed. 

He described owners of 
these houses as purchasing 
expired bags of potato 
chips to use as fodder for 
these animals which, he 
affirmed, leads to serious 
disease. 

The ministries of health 
and medical care and agri- 
culture emphasised 

increasing control over 
poultry farms and slaugh- 
terhouses. 

Mr. Majali described the 
situation as “under control” 
and cautioned citizens 
through the mass media of 
such violations by persons 
whose only goal is profit. 


Minister urges agricultural protection 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment Tuwfiq Kreishan 
Monday urged measures 
for the protection of agri- 
cultural lands, surrounding 
the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology 
(JUST) near the northern 
border town of Ramtha. 

He urged authorities 
responsible for urban plan- 
ning to stop random, disor- 
ganised construction of 
homes in that area. 

During a visit to the uni- 
versity. the minister met 
with JUST president Sa’d 
Hijazi and local officials in 
charge of urban planning 
and land zoning operations. 

Mr. Khreishan stated that 
productive agricultural land 
should be protected, while 
random, disorganised con- 


struction operations extend- 
ing between Ramtha and 
ihe university should be 
checked. 

He described his ministry 
as finalising the first phase 
of a plan which divides the 
Kingdom into three major 
zones: north, centre and 
south, while covering vari- 
ous land uses in each. 

The plan considers 
expansions in construction 
operatioas, while providing 
protection for agricultural 
land, the minister said. 

A ministry committee, 
charged with developing 
plans for the development 
of the northern zone, pre- 
sented proposals to harness 
random construction opera- 
tions. 

It described disorganised 
construction operations as 
extending from Ramtha 


towards the university due 
lo rapid population growth 
there. 

Dr. Hijazi suggested that 
plans for future expansions 
consider archaeological site 
protection. 

The area extending “from 
Ramtha and the university 
has been dotted with indus- 
trial installations and resi- 
dential areas have begun to 
shelter various public utili- 
ties, he said. 

He called on authorities 
to implement a comprehen- 
sive plan to organise the sit- 
uation. 

The minister, accompa- 
nied by Dr. Hijazi. toured 
the campus and inspected 
construction work on the 
King Abdullah Hospital to 
be utilised for the training 
of JUST doctors. 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

* Concert by the New Yoik Broadway Duo in the North 
Theatre at 830 pan. 

* Yoogo Danee Show al Artemis Steps at 8:3Q-p.m. 

* Performance by the Iraqi: National Band at the South 
Theatre at 8:30 pm 

* Performance by die Egyptian Tanboura Band at the 
Soond and Light Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 


,* Ballet dance by the students of the AhE 
for Girls at the Royal Cultural Centre 


le Ahliyyeh 
at 8:00 p.m. 


School 


9 Mutsicial. performance by Kuchipudi da^ group of 
India and Jordanian bands as well as an Egyptian circus 
shdw~at the mainsquareal 7:00 pm J 

* Display of faisinttferafte and sciflpturite at 2^ 

atici Re^tance-ro Occupation" fiy 


Ayi 1 ’ ; 

i 

I 


iS* 1 


- • - r>- . 




v -• • 

Ja^Aramanat 6:00 pm 7 ^ .. 

• . • ‘ ' v- : ‘ 

f Photography Exhibition by Clahcfa Pedotti afthe Jor- 
dan 1 Arts Mid Crafts Centre/ Artbana, k: Jabal Amman,- Sec- 
ond-Circle (TeL 647858) until Aog. 16. . 

* Middle feast Exhibition of Plastic and Rubber Indus- 

tries at the "Amman International . Exhibit, Mag AI- 
Hamain, until Aug. % J . ■ ■ " 

* Sculpture exhibition by fbrahim Dayyat at the Royal 

Culturai Centre,' until Aug. 7. ’ : ' ' 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ministries to dose Aug. 11 Health cooperation covered 


AMMAN (Petra) — • All ministries 
and public institutions will close Mon- 
day, August 11 on the occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein's accession to 
the Throne, according to a commu- 
nique issued by Prime Minister Abdul 
am Majali. 


Mulki invited to Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Supply Hani 
MuJki Monday received an invitation 
from his Syrian counterpart, Moham- 
mad lmadi, to participate in the Dam- 
ascus International Exposition to be 
held August 28. 


Minister receives officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Fayez Tarawneh Monday 
met with the ambassadors of South 
Africa and Germany. 

Masri meets with expats 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Edu 
cation and Higher Education Munther 
Masri Monday received a number of 
Jordanian young women currently liv- 
ing abroad Dr. Masri briefed these 
women on the ministry’s role and 
duties to help Jordanians^ living abroad 
through the work of cultural attaches. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health and Medical Care Ashraf 
Kurdi Monday received the Yemeni 
Al Thawra Hospital Director General 
Abdul Aziz Siyaghi. They reviewed 
scopes of cooperation. 


CDD discusses cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Director General 
Deeb Ma’ani Monday received Chi- 
nese Ambassador to Jordan Lui Bao- 
lai. The two discussed civil defence 
cooperation. 

Electoral committee urged 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Inte- 
rior Naihir Rashid Monday called 
upon governors to take appropriate 
measures in order to facilitate general 
elections to be held next November. 
During a ministry meeting with the 
concerned governors, Mr, Rashid sug- 
gested the formation of a special com- 
mittee to sponsor the general elec- 
tions. 

U.S. party leader to visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — U.S Republican 
Party Leader Jim Nicholson will 
arrive here next Thursday at the head 
of a Jewish international coalition 
party delegation. The delegation will 
nolo talks with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Fayez Tarawneh and other 
senior Jordanian officials. 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday meets with \ kiting Speaker of Lhe 
Yemeni Consultative Council Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani and Senate Speaker Z.eid Kifai 
l Petra photo) 

Premier meets with Yemeni official 


AMMAN i Petra i — Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiom Majali Monday met with visiting 
Speaker of the Yemeni Consultative Coun- 
cil Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghoni to discuss the 
upcoming meeting of rhe Joint Jordanian- 
Yemen: Hiyher Committee, due to convene 
in Sanaa soon. 

The two -ides also reviewed bilateral 
relations and ways to promote cooperation 
in parliamentary fields. 

They then covered the general situation in 
the Middle East, peace process develop- 
ments and intra-Arab affairs. 

Dr. Majali expressed his satisfaction with 
relations between Yemen and Jordan. 

The meeting was attended hy Senate 
Speaker Zeid Rifoi as well os Lite Yemeni 
delegation accompanying Mr. Abdul Ghani 
on his visit to Jordon. 

Earlier, Mr. Rifai received Mr. Abdul 
Ghani and the two reviewed parliamentari’ 


life in the two countries and the general 
political situation in the region. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani explained that the 59- 
member consultative council, whose mem- 
bers are appointed by the president, works 
jointly with die elected national assembly. 

He bier told reporters that the two sides 
exchanged views on electoral issues as well 
as cooperation between the consultative 
council of Yemen and the Jordanian Senate. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani conveyed a message 
from Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
to His Majesty King Hussein. 

He also met Monday with Lower House 
Speaker Saad Havel Srour and Parliament 
members. 

Mr. Srour described Jordanian parliamen- 
tarians as interested in mu interning visit 
exchanges with their Yemeni counterparts 
in order to promote parliamentary life and 
protect both countries' national interests. 


Travel agents to cover 
tourism in meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — The board of directors 
of the Jordan Travel Agents Association 
(JTAA) is to convene Thursday in Aqaba to 
discuss current difficulties facing the 
tourism indusuy, JTAA President Lain’i 
Haddadin announced Monday. 

The meeting will focus on the cities of 
Aqaba and Petra, he added. 

A main topic on the agenda will be meth- 
ods of w-elcoming tourists who arrive for a 
stay not exceeding one day and ways to 
increase the duration, Mr. Haddadin 
affirmed. 

The meeting is slated to be attended by 
representatives of the estimated 400 tourist 
and travel agencies in the Kingdom. 

The association is dedicated to develop- 
ing w'ell-defined programmes and plans for 
the promotion of both domestic and foreign 
tourism, according to Mr. Haddadin. 

It also attempts to identify and overcome 
obstacles which impede tourism, he added. 

The meeting’s main aim is to prevent 
rivalry among Jordanian tourism offices 
wrhile encouraging cooperation in attracting 
more visitors To the country throughout the 
year, according to the JTAA president. 

The board will meet with government 
officials in Aqaba to discuss ways of facili- 
tating tourism and tourism investments, he 
added. 

The JTAA plans to organise a national 
conference on tourism and its marketing in 
the near future. Mr. Haddadin confirmed, 
and concerned parties in the public and pri- 
vate sectors will be represented at the meet- 
ing designed to develop a national tourism 


strategy * at the domestic, regional and 
international levels. 

Strategies for stimulating tourism entail 
the training of persons employed in the 
iourism industry, reducing the cost of 
tourist services, and highlighting the histor- 
ical and cultural importance of Jordan, he 
explained. 

Plans also provide for environmental pro- 
tection around tourist and archaeological 
sites as well as encouraging the private sec- 
tor to increase contributions towards 
national tourism development. Mr. Had- 
dadin assened. 

Future projects include publishing tourist 
guide books in foreign languages, improv- 
ing tourist service standards, creating spe- 
cial committees to develop and facilitate 
services at airports, border posts and rest 
houses, preparation of an integrated plan 
for marketing Jordan during the next 
decade, launching international “Jordanian 
tourism" weeks, opening tourist informa- 
tion bureaus in various countries, focusing 
on domestic tourism, intensifying media 
efforts to encourage tourism in Jordan and 
abroad, inviting students betw een 16 and 20 
years of age to make group visits to various 
tourist sites, and developing recreational 
and work camps near archaeological sites, 
he stated. 

Promoting the work of tourist guides, 
improving tourist transport services and 
placing signs on roads, directing visitors to 
archaeological sites are all essential steps to 
ensure these plans' success. Mr. Haddadin 
concluded. 


‘Government will support 
Petra Regional Council’ 


PETRA (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment will suppon the activ- 
ities of the Petra Regional 
Council (PRC) as well as its 
endeavours to organise 
tourism activity as the city has 
become an international tourist 
attraction. Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Naser 
Lawzi affirmed Monday. 

In a meeting with PRC 
Director General Kamel 
Mahadin and local officials, 
Mr. Lawzi described the Min- 
istry of Public Works and 
Housing as eager to implement 
projects for the improvement 
of infrastructure services. 

Work on the Taybeh-Wadi 
Musa road, slated to cost JD 
3.7 million, is due to be com- 
pleted in May I99S, he added. 


The two-lane road will mea- 
sure seven kilometres in length 
and 7.3 metres in width and is 
partially completed, according 
to the minister. 

The Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing has just 
announced a JD 1.7 million 
tender for services linked to 
this road, including sewage, 
water, electricity and telecom- 
munications networks. 

By August 15, the ministry 
will announce a render for the 
construction of the Wadi Musa 
hospital at the estimated cost 
of JD 5 million. Mr. Lawzi 
stated. 

Designs for the project have 
already been approved he 
added. 

The Ministry of Public 


Works and Housing has just 
announced a S30 million ten- 
der for a water network for the 
Wadi Musa region. 

Mr. Mahadin reviewed past 
PRC projects including retain- 
ing walls, culverts, roads and 
other vital projects within the 
Petra region. 

Mr. Lawzi inspected road- 
work and was briefed by engi- 
neers and officials on progress 
therein. 

He later inspected work on 
the 71 -kilometre Ras Naqab- 
Aqaba road, undertaken by an 
Italian construction firm at the 
cost of JD 35 million provided 
as a joint loan from the World 
Bank and the European Invest- 
ment Bank. 
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4 World News 


Battle for Sri Lanka highway becomes 


dead-end for troops as well as Tigers 


COLOMBO (Agenciesj — 
Nearly 1,000 people have 
been killed in Sri Lanka in 
less than two months as 
troops and Tamil rebels bat- 
tle for a key highway that is 
increasingly becoming a 
dead-end for both sides, 
officials said Monday. 

The most ferocious fire- 
fight so far came late Friday 
when 267 were killed, by 
official count, as the rebel 
Liberati on Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) attacked mil- 
itary defences near the 
northern town of Omanthai. 

On June 11, the Tigers 
pulverised an army staging 
post, escaped with several 
heavy guns and vowed to 
resist the mili tary operation 
codenamed “Sure Victory." 

The military has moved 
only 16 kilometres so far. 
The “sure victory” offen- 
sive has turned into sure 
resistance and the army has 
admitted losing 461 troop- 
ers — around 30 soldiers 
per kilo metre gained. 

‘The LTTE has the capa- 
bility to stage a few more 
do-or-die attacks," a Defen- 
ce Ministry spokesman here 
said. “We are now quite 
used to their tactics and 
Friday’s attack went terribly 
wrong for them." 

For its part, the LTTE said 
in a statement from their 
Loudon office that they lost 
126 of their fighters in the 
seven-hour battle that lasted 


till dawn Saturday and clai- 
med killing over 100 gov- 
ernment soldiers. “Many 
highly sophisticated wea- 
pons and large stocks of am- 
munition were captured.. 
One hundred and twenty six' 
LTTE Fighters lost their 
lives," the LTTE statement 
said. 

The Defence Ministry 
said it handed over 39 Tiger 
bodies to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
Sunday to be turned over to 
the rebels. The military has 
claimed to have killed 200 
rebels for the loss of 67 
troopers. 

Friday’s attack on the 
army defences was a carbon 
copy of two previous strikes 
on the same column of 
troops trying to open the 
road to the northern penin- 
sula of Jaffna which was 
captured from the rebels in 
December 1995. 

However, i n the previous 
attacks, the LTTE admitted 
losing not more than 85 in 
each, indicating that the lat- 
est battle was the most 
expensive for them. 

Defence sources said there 
could be more Tiger attacks 
on the military column be- 
fore monsoon rains set in by 
September or October. Runs 
usually make it difficult for 
both sides to keep up intense 
battles. 

Asian diplomats said that 
the army bad been keen to 


open the Jaffna road before 
November when the gov- 
ernment hopes to present a 
radical power-sharing peace 
plan before parliament. If 
the highway is .open to Jaf- 
fna, which is currently sup- 
plied only by air and sea 
because die main land ac- 
cess is held by the Tigers, 
the guerrillas will be con- 
fmejd to the jungles in the 
island’s north-east. 

The Tigers have already 
rejected President Chandri- 
ka Kumaratunga’s devolu- 
tion package which seeks to 
turn the country into a fed- 
eral state, in all but name, in 
exchange for ethnic peace. 

Sri Lanka’s main opposi- 
tion party is meeting Mon- 
day to discuss the proposed 
amendments to the coun- 
try’s election system in a 
new constitution, a party 
official said. 

The meeting of LToited 
National Party (UNP) law- 
makers is seen as crucial 
because it could reflect its 
thinking on the govern- 
ment's plan to change the 
country’s constitution. 

The ruling People’s Al- 
liance (PA) government, 
which has a single seat 
majority in the 225 seat par- 
liament. requires the sup- 
port of the UNP to get a 
two- thirds majority vote in 
parliament to pass the new 
constitution. 

The UNP has yet to state 


France confirms troop cuts in Africa 


PARIS (R) — French 
Defence Minister Alain 
Richard, confirming Paris 
will cut its troop levels in 
Africa, has said it will end 
nearly half a century of mil- 
itary intervention in the 
domestic affairs of its for- 
mer colonies on the conti- 
nent. 

Mr. Richard, returning 
from a tour of Africa, told 
the daily Liberation in an 
interview published Mon- 
day that France would cut 
its forces to less than 6,000 
from 8,100. 

The forces would be rede- 


ployed at Five bases in 
Senegal Gabon. Chad, Ivory 


Senegal Gabon. Chad, Ivory 
Coast and Djibouti and the 
large Bouar Base in the 
Central African Republic 
would be closed, he said. 

The number of French 
combat planes based in 
.Africa would be cut to a 
dozen from 15 while trans- 
port planes would be boost- 
ed to up to nine from the 
current six or seven. 

Mr. Richard toured 
Gabon, Chad and the 
Central African Republic 
last week to start outlining 
troop cuts decided by the 
new Socialist government, 
which is keen to cut its 
spending on a continent that 
needs less policing after the 


end of the cold war. 

France has launched an 
overhaul of the armed for- 
ces, including a shift to a 
smaller, all-professional 
force. 

Mr. Richard said French 
forces would keep protect- 
ing French communities 
and ensuring stability, but 
without intervening in 
domestic disputes on the 
continent where Paris has 
often stepped in to prop up 
or topple African strong- 
men. 

“French military pres- 
ence...helps to ensure, in 
full agreement with our 
partners, the security indis- 
pensible for economic aod 
social development. But 
this stabilising mission will 
no longer involve arbitrat- 
ing between rival forces." 
be said. 

Recent developments in 
the Congo, where Paris 
rejected calls from Presi- 
dent Pascal Lissouba to 
intervene in his battle with 
former Marxist leader 
Denis Sassou Nguesso. 
illustrated France's future 
African policy, he said- 

He said a French-backed 
African peacekeeping force 
set up in the Central African 
Republic to quell an army 
mutiny showed that “Afri- 


cans... are fully able to inter- 
vene themselves in a diffi- 
cult, even serious situa- 
tion." 

He said Paris would keep 
up a dialogue with the 
United States and Britain, 
which are calling for inter- 
African peacekeeping for- 
ces to help settle crises on 
the continenL 

As an example of Western 
cooperation, he said the 
Franco-German Eurocorps 
brigade would stage its first 
African manoeuvres in 
Gabon in the fall. 

Mr. Richard denied that 
Paris was concerned that 
U.S. influence in Africa was 
growing at the expense of 
France, saying he saw 
Washington as an ally rather 
than a rival. 

“I sincerely wish for 
Africajthat the United States 
give it... substantial means 
to overcome its handicaps," 
he said. 

“I do not see why France 
should be worried, as the 
need for cooperation is so 
large,” he added. 

Paris has suffered a string 
of setbacks in Africa, culmi- 
nating! in this year's over- 
throw 1 of long-term ally 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko in what was Zaire by 
Laurent Kabila's forces. 


Top police 
officer 
shot dead 
in Karachi 


Delight among Patten critics in 


H. Kong as secret row goes public 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Critics of former Hong 
Kong Governor Chris Patten 
erupted with glee Monday at 
a British government inquiry 
into allegations that he had 
leaked official secrets to a 
journalist. 

Just five weeks after Hong 
Kong's last governor ended 
his mission on a moral high 
note, Mr. Patten's adver- 
saries here said the allega- 
tions exposed his ambitious 
ego and Britain’s “hypoc- 
risy” towards its last major 
colony. 

Others said the row laid 
bare the bitterness of “China 
hand" diplomats in the 
British Foreign Office, who 
had fought in vain against 
Mr. Patten’s bid to strength- 
en democracy before Hong 
Kong's handback to China. 

Mr. Patten’s “many detrac- 
tors in Hong Kong ... have 
long ago dismissed him as a 
man of little honour who 
was prepared to sacrifice the 
welfare of Hong Kong and 
its six million inhabitants to 
bolster his own image and 
interests ” the Hong Kong 
Standard said. 

“Hopefully, this episode 
about breaches of the official 
secrets act will convince Mr. 
Patten’s dwindling number 
of supporters in Hong Kong 
that he never acted in their 
best interests.” it said. 

The allegations, published 
in Britain’s Sunday Tunes, 


said Mr. Patten handed 
secret information to jour- 
nalist Jonathan Dimbleby, 
whose authorized biography, 
“The Last Governor," was 
published last montb with a 
fly-on-the-wall TV series on 
Mr. Patten’s five years in 
Hong Kong. 

In his book, Mr. Dimbleby 
says the governor spoke of a 
gentleman's agreement bet- 
ween London and Beijing to 
renege on assurances that 
Hong Kong’s parliament, the 
Legislative Council would 
be directly elected from 
1988. 

Peter Mandelson. minister 
without portfolio and close 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, confirmed an 
official enquiry had been 
opened, although he refused 
to say whether Mr. Patten 
was its taigeL 

The Sunday Times said the 
book infuriated several key 
players in the negotiations 
for Hong Kong’s handover. 

They included former for- 
eign secretary. Lord Howe: 
Sir Percy Cradock. China 
adviser to ex-Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, and Mr. 
Patten's predecessor as 
Hong Kong governor. Lord 
Wilson. 

Hong Kong analysts 
agreed Monday it was a 
revenge attack by the Fo- 
reign Office's China experts, 
who had always warned that 
any pro-democracy crusade 


would end in disaster but in 
Mr. Patten's view were sim- 
ply appeasers of Beijing. 

Mr. Patten's campaign 
resulted in Hong Kong’s first 
elected legislature, but this 
outraged China. The assem- 
bly was swept away on July 
1 and replaced with an inter- 
im law-making body. 

“The Foreign Office offi- 
cials have reasons to hate the 
book, because historical 
judgement on many figures 
concerned will be affected.” 
said Lau Siu-Kai of the 
Chinese University, a mem- 
ber of China’s now-disband- 
ed Preparatory Committee 
for Hong Kong. 

Whatever the probe digs 
up, the British government 
will hush things up. editori- 
alists said. 

But Mr. Patten’s image as 
a champion of liberalism 
and decency — which 
reached its zenith with his 
emotional departure from 
Hong Kong on June 30 — 
would take a knock, they 
agreed. 

It was “ironic” that Mr. 
Patten now found himself 
under investigation, as he 
had twice tried to stifle leaks 
of official material that 
could have weakened his 
administration, the South 
China Morning Post 
charged. 


KARACHI (AFP) — Gun- 
men Monday shot dead a 
senior Karachi police offi- 
cer, raising the death toll to 
seven in Pakistan's biggest 
city from two days of 
renewed strife, police said. 

Aslam Kiyani. a deputy 
superintendent, was at- 
tacked in the eastern district 
of Malir as he stepped out 
of an armoured personnel 
carrier. Kiyani, 56. was shot 
in the chest and died on the 
spot, a colleague said. 

The driver of a private 
vehicle was also shot dead 
in Malir. where tension was 
high. 

Groups of armed men. 
some masked, fought police 
from rooftops and street 
comers after trouble broke 
out in the area Sunday fol- 
lowing the arrest of four 
political activists. 

At least three private vehi- 
cles were torched and the 
armed men also fired at fire 
brigade trucks trying to put 
out the fires, but no firefight- 
er was hurt residents said. 

AH traffic came to a halt 
and shops were closed in 
the troubled area which was 
cordoned off by police and 
paramilitary soldiers, who 
conducted raids on the sus- 
pected hideouts of trouble- 
makers. 

The four arrested men 
belong to breakaway MQM- 
Haqiqi faction of Muttaheda 
Qaumi Movement (MQM), 
which changed its name this 
month from the Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement 
Police said the Haqiqi 
“militants’’ had been arrest- 
ed on charges of killing 
policemen. 

On Sunday, two people 
were shot dead in Malir 
while two bullet-riddled 
were found in the central 
Sbarifabad area. A fifth per- 
son was shot dead in eastern 
district of Korangi. 

Karachi Police Chief 
Maiik IqbaJ said all those 
behind violence in Malir 
would -be taken into cus- 
tody. "We will not spare 
anyone engaged in lawless- 
ness," he vowed. 

MQM-Haqiqi leaders 
claimed the unrest was a 
public reaction against 
“Indiscriminate" arrests and 
police raids. The violence 
caused severe hardship to 
Malir residents. “We are 
trapped in homes for the Iasi 
two days. My family is ter- 
rified.” said one resident by 
telephone. 

A wave of violence has 
claimed more than 400 lives 
in Karachi since January 
The victims included scores 
of political activists and at 
least 15 police. 
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openly its position on the 
new constitution, but other 
minority parties have indi- 
cated their support. 

The government has said 
it will present its constitu- 
tional reform package in 
parliament ahead of the 
November budget session. 

“No major decision will be 
arrived at (Monday’s) meet- 
ing, but it will be an opportu- 
nity for detailed discussion,” 
said the UNP official who 
declined to be identified. 

The government proposes 
to convert the existing 
Proportional Representation 
(PR) election system into a 
hybrid of PR and first-past- 
the-post. where each voter 
casts only one vote and the 
candidate receiving the 
most votes is the winner. 

“We (parliamentary com- 
mittee) have to now decide 
how we can shift from the 
present PR system to a more 
democratic and politically 
correct election system.” the 
UNP official said. 

Political analysts have 
said the proposed new elec- 
tion system will ensure fair 
representation, especially 
for minorities. 

The government in 1995 
unveiled a peace plan that 
aimed to turn Sri Lanka into a 
federal state in all but name 
and grant generous autonomy 
to minority Tamils to try to 
satisfy their demands for a 
separate homeland. 
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North Korean soldiers carry a casket containing the remains of a U.S. soldier killed during the 1950 - 53 
War at the truce village of Panmunjom in heavy rain Monday. The repatriation of four sets of remains appears to 
be a goodwill gesture made on the eve of landmark four-nation talks. On Tuesday the two Koreas, the United States 
and China will meet in New York to begin hammering out a permanent peace mechanism on the Korean Peninsula 
( Reuter photo) 
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N. Korea makes goodwill gesture on eve of talks 


SEOUL (R) — Id a good- 
will gesture on the eve of 
landmark four-nation talks. 
North Korea Monday hand- 
ed over the remains of four 
U.S. soldiers killed during 
the 1950-1953 Korean War. 
witnesses said. 

Within hours of the han- 
dover at the tense Korean 
border. North and South 
Korea linked up their public 
telephone lines- for the first 
time since the Korean Pe- 
ninsula was divided at the 
end of World War U. Seoul 
officials said. 

The lines will allow South 
Korean workers preparing 
to build nuclear power 
plants in North Korea to 
communicate with their fa- 
milies and their headquar- 
ters in the South, they said. 

At Panmunjom, the only 
crossing point along the 
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) 
bisecting the peninsula. 
North Korean soldiers de- 
livered four metaJ caskets to 
representatives of the U.S.- 
led United Nations Com- 
mand. 

The delivery of the U.S. 
remains came as the two 
Koreas. the United States 


and China prepared for a 
meeting Tuesday in New 
York to set a date, venue 
and agenda for their peace 
talks. 

The four-party talks are 
aimed at forging a perma- 
nent peace mechanism on 
the Korean Peninsula, the 
last cold war flashpoint, to 
replace the 1953 armistice 
that ended the Korean War. 

The United States backed 
the capitalist South during 
the war and China the Com- 
munist North. 

The remains of the four 
soldiers were excavated by 
10 U.S. experts who arrived 
in the North in mid-July to 
search for Americans miss- 
ing in action from the war. 

Drenched by rain, U.S. 
honour guards draped the 
caskets in United Nations 
flags after they were deliv- 
ered to the southern side. 
Several members of the 
U.S. search team watched 
the handover from the nor- 
thern side. 

“These soldiers are mem- 
bers of the eighth cavalry 
First battalion who died dur- 
ing fierce fighting in Octo- 
ber of 1950,” Alan Liotta, 


deputy director of the U.S. 
Defence Department, said at 
P anmunj om. 

The remains were recov- 
ered in the North’s Unsan 
county, where several hun- 
dred Americans are known 
to have been lost in battles 
between U.S. and Chinese 
troops during the war. 

The remains will be sent 
to the United States for 
identification, Mr. Liotta 
said. 

Pyongyang’s official me- 
dia said one of the four is 
Emandis Andrew. No more 
details were given. 

Seoul officials said the 
handover reflected Pyong- 
yang’s desire to improve re- 
lations with Washington in 
order to' encourage foreign 
investment in the impover- 
ished North. 

U.S. and South Korean 
officials said their two 
countries would propose 
steps to ease tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula once the 
four-party talks get under 
way. 

Seoul's Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Lee Kyu- 
Hyung. said the four-nation 
talks could discuss large- 


scale food and economic as- 
sistance to famine-threat- 
ened North Korea as part of 
steps to build mutual trust 
between the two Koreas. 

Washington has pledged 
$52 million and Seoul $16 
million in response to 1997 
appeals by the U.N. World 
Food Programme to stare 
off famine in the North. The 
South Korean Red Cross 
has donated a further $20 
milli on worth of aid. 

Meanwhile, the Korean 
Peninsula Energy Develop- 
ment Organisation (KEDO) 
is due to start clearing land 1 
later this month in the North 
Korean coastal town of Sin- 
po, the first step in building 
two light-water nuclear 
reactors, Seoul officials 
said. 

KEDO. an international 
consortium led by the Uni- 
ted States. South Korea and 
Japan, was set up under a 
1994 U.S.-North Korean 
agreement calling for an end 
to Pyongyang's suspected 
nuclear weapons programme. 

The U.S. pledged $4.5 bil- 
lion in two nuclear power 
plants and fuel oil supplies 
in return. 


Plane crash-lands in Britain; all escape 


LONDON (R) — A British 
Airways ATP regional air- 
liner Sunday made a dra- 
matic crash landing on two 
wheels after the left under- 
carriage failed, but all 70 
people on board escaped 
without serious injury, offi- 
cials said. 

An airport spokesman 
said the British Aerospace 
ATP airliner had just taken 
off from Manchester at 7 
p.m. when the captain rea- 
lised the left undercarriage 
had locked in rhe upright 
position. 


He immediately declared 
an emergency and the plane, 
which had been heading for 
Knock in Ireland, ditched 
fuel before coming back 
into Manchester Airport to 
land at 8.05 p.m. with just 
the nose and right wheels 
working. 

The pilot managed to keep 
the plane upright until his 
speed dropped and the left 
wing hit the ground, starting 
a small blaze which was 
quickly put out by fire 
engines pursuing the airlin- 
er. 


“The pilot did an excellent 
job. There were 63 passen- 
gers on board, but there was 
not a single casualty," the 
spokesman told the domes- 
tic Press Association News 
Agency. 

Those on board the plane 
escaped using emergency 
slides. A spokesman for the 
ambulance service said two 
of those on board were 
treated for minor cuts. 

Manchester Airport was 
closed for the crash landing, 
rescue operation and 1 
removal of the plane from 


the runway. 

The airliner was operated 
on behalf of B.A. by British 
Regional Airlines, based on 
the Isle of Man. 

"In the circumstances it 
was an excellent handling 
of the airliner," British 
Regional Airlines director 
Michael Bathgate told Sky 
Television News. 

A British Airways spokes- 
woman contacted by tele- 
phone said she could not 
immediately comment since 
she was still collecting 
information on the incident 


Indian party divided after Premier’s convention walk-out 


NEW DELHT (AFP) — In- 
dia's dominant ruling party 
was left badly divided Mon- 
day after ending a two-day 
conclave during which 
Prime Minister fnder Ku- 
mar Gujral walked out in 
protest party sources said. 

A party official however, 
ruled out the possibility of 
another spliL in the Janata 
Dal (People’s Party), the 
core member of the coun- 
try’ ’s minority United Front 
coalition government, 
which recently suffered a 
major defection. 

“Yes, we do have differ- 
ences but the Janata Dal is 
not going to break.’’ said 
Manju Mohan, one of its 
national secretaries. 

The Janata Dal conven- 
tion ended around midnight 
Sunday amid -pandemonium 
when angry party activists 
blocked a resolution 
demanding the reservation 
of a third of all legislative 
seats for women. 

Furious delegates raised a 
furore when the resolution 
was put to the vote. Parly 
ideologue. Surendra Mo- 
han, defending the proposal 
was booed and walked out 
in anger. 

Premier Gujral, who came 
to power in April at the head 
of a fragile multi-party 
coalition, met an identical 
fate Sarurday while calling 
for public probity while 


addressing hundreds of 
party delegates from all 
over the country. 

Supporters of Janata Dal 
President Sharad Yadav, 
who is facing charges of 
accepting a bribe, interpret- 
ed the speech as a direct 
attack on Mr. Yadav and 
repeatedly interrupted the 
77-year-old-premier. 

Mr. Gujral walked out in 
protest after none of the 
party leaders alongside him 
on the dais intervened on 
his behalf. 

Although Party Chief 
Yadav later apologised to 
the prime minister. Mr. 
Gujral refused to return and 
boycotted Sunday’s meeting 
as well 

Janata Dal sources admit- 
ted the party, which suffered 
a split last month, needed 
emergency measures to put 
its house in order if it was to 
survive. 

The Janata Dal. formed in 
1988. has suffered several 
splits in its short history. In 
July, then-President Laloo 
Prasad formed a breakaway 
faction after taking away of 
a third of its 45 members of 
parliament. 

“Our party 1 workers 
should not have misbehaved 
with the prime minister.” a 
party official told AFP. 

“At the same time, Mr. 
Gujral should not have 
walked out. A leader should 


try to understand members* 
feelings and put up with dif- 
ferences." 

Newspapers Monday 
warned the Dal divisions 
could spell a death knell for 
India's coalition, a loose 
alliance of more than a 
dozen centrist, regional and 
left-wing parties. 

The Hindustan Times, 
under the headline “retired 
hurt", said Mr. GujraTs 
walkout had not been “a 
pleasant sight” and argued it 
confirmed the Janata Dal 
■ was in its “terminal stage.” 

“Saturday’s events ... may 
have given a foretaste of 
something worse to come,” 
it said. 

The Tribune said: “The 
prime minister does not get 
provoked easily.” 

It argued his loss of 
patience at the weekend led 
to “a feeling of disquiet 
which may mean pessimism 
in respect of the multi-party 
rale of the nation ” 

The Janata Dal is divided 
between those owing alle- 
giance to Mr. Gujral’ and 
those considered close to 
his predecessor H.D. Deve 
Gowda and his ally Sharad 
Yadav. 

Mr. Gujral is widely seen 
as being soft on the 
Congress (I) Party, which 
keeps his minority coalition 
government in power with 
its parliamentary backing. 


Deve Gowda, forced to 
resign as prime minister in 
April after the congress 
withdrew its support from 
the United Front, advocates 
a hard line against the 
Congress. 

In a separate development 
fifteen people were injured 
Monday in an explosion on 
a passenger train in south- 
ern India, authorities said. 

In a second incident at 
least 10 people, including a 
junior minister, were in- 
jured when a train derailed 
near the capital. New Delhi, 
news agencies said: Autho- 
rities said they suspected 
sabotage. 

Police said industrial 
explosives carried by a pas- 
senger may have triggered 
the blast on the train in the 
southern state of Karnataka 
and that it was not believed 
to be a criminal acL 

“We have no reason to 
suspect the hand of terror- 
ists.” Deputy Police Chief 
D.B. Desai told Reuters by 
telephone from Kolar town, 
about 70 kilometres north- 
east of the Karnataka capital 
Bangalore. 

The train was in Malw 
town, about 40 kilometres 
east of Bangalore, when the 
explosion occurred. It had 
started its trip in Madurai in 
neighbouring Tamil Nadu 
state and was beaded to 
Bangalore, authorities said. 
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Notorious Khmer Rouge fender Pol Pot on trial on July 25 at the Khmer Rouge stronghold of Anlung Veng in north- 
ern Cambodia, A Cambodian witness to the trial reported Mr. Pol Pot was calm during most of his recent show trial 
but was shaken and almost brought to tears when accused of being as bad as strongman Hun Sen. Mr. Pol Pot was 
sentenced to life imprisonment by his former comrades ( Reuter photo) 
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Rescuers race bad weather to search 
for Australian disaster survivors 


THREDBO lAFP) — 
Rescuers raced bad weather 
he a- Tuesday to fry to find 
more landslide survivors as 
Australia's political leaders 
attended a service in the ski- 
resort chapel to remember 
those who perished. 

Only Saturday's miracu- 
lous rescue of ski-instructor 
Stuart Diver inspired any 
hope of finding life after a 
five-day search amid the 
rubble of two lodges. Mr. 
Diver's wife and eight 
friends died in the disaster 
and nine others were still 
missing. 

The number of people list- 
ed as missing was reduced 
from 10 Monday after one 
person originally believed to 
be buried in the nibble was 
accounted for. the local 
coroner's office said; 

The New South Wales 
stare coroner's office said 
one person had since been 
located elsewhere. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tim Fischer and opposition 
leader Kim Beazley arrived 
from Canberra for the noon 
service in the 90-seat chape! 
packed with victims’ fami- 
lies and friends overflowing 
to temporary' seating in the 
winter sunshine outside. 

Governor-General Sir 
William Deane read u mes- 
sage of sympathy and sup- 
port from the queen to the 
people of Thredbo. 

With rain forecast for 
Wednesday and the -strong 
chance of snow Thursday, 
officials prepared to erect 
tarpaulins to protect the site. 


but admitted tbor hopes were 
all hut exhausted of finding 
more survivors. 

"1 think one must hope that 
there are. but obviously as 
time goes on it's getting 
more and more difficult," 
fire brigade Superintendent 
Ray Kelly said. 

A fresh taskforce of state 
emergency service person- 
nel arrived to reinforce the 
600 rescue workers, includ- 
ing local volunteers, who 
have cleared and searched 
the concrete rubble in rotat- 
ing shifts. 

Officials said the danger- 
ous tunnelling through some 
of the concrete slabs under 
which Mr. Diver was found, 
suffering from frostbite of 
the toes, had been aban- 
doned as no longer effective. 

Rescuers found him 
entombed beneath a massive 
slab covering the wrecked 
Bimhadeen Lodge, the main 
accommodation centre for 
resort management staff. 

Mr. Diver’s wife Sally 
died almost instantly as the 
landslide swept down the 
hillside Thursday night. 

Mr. Fischer, who had met 
diver during an annual 
mountain hiking trip from 
Thredbo. visited him in 
Canberra Hospital before the 
service. 

“He wants everyone to 
know that he can move his 
toes even better than 
before," said Mr. Fischer, 
whose electorate adjoins 
Thredbo. 

“His spirits are good. He 
wants to thank and I want to 


say thanks on behalf of the 
prime minister and all 
Australians to ail who have 
been involved.” 

Police said it was expected 
to take at least three more 
days to complete (he search, 
working slowly with a con- 
stant risk of fiuiher land slip- 
page. The work is being 
supervised by a team of sur- 
veyors monitoring the debris 
for movement. 

Police Superintendent 
Charlie Sanderson said no 
further movement of the 
debris had been detected 
since Monday when survey- 
ors reported it had moved 40 
centimetres in the previous 
36 hours. 

Anglican Bishop George 
Browning described Mr. 
Diver's rescue as miraculous 
and said it united all 
Australians in a way that 
could hardly have been 
imagined. 

“For all of that, a great 
tragedy remains that almost 
defies description, that such 
a loss of life in such unimag- 
inable circumstances is 
almost beyond our compre- 
hension," he said. 

Mr. Beazley described 
Thredbo as “arguably the 
most beautiful part of 
Australia" with the worst 
suffering. 

“The town is going to 
struggle with the loss of a 
huge number, a huge per- 
centage of their permanent 
population and l think the 
suffering here will be suffer- 
ing that will last for a very 
lone time." 


Taiwan receives French-made frigate 


TAIPEI (AFP) — The 
fourth French- made Lafa- 
yette-class frigate ordered 
by Taiwan has arrived ax the 
southern naval base of 
Tsoying. the navy announ- 
ced Monday. 

“The .warship has arrived 
after more titan 40 days sail- 
ing from France.” a naval 
spokesman said. 

The frigate, to be called 
“Ti Hua," is scheduled to be 
put into service in mid- 
August. 

The spokesman said the 
3,500-tonne frigate, with its 
updated designs, should be 
able to cope with any chal- 
lenges. 

“It is particularly strong 
regarding its capability to 
survive battles ” he said. 


Military officers have said 
many parts of the frigate’s 
surfaces are made of high- 
tech composite materials 
making them less visible to 
radar detection, earning the 
ship the nickname of 
“Stealth Frigate.” 

The Ti Hua is one of the 
six Lafayette-cTass warships 
thar Taiwan ordered from 
France in 1 991 for $2.8 bil- 
lion. 

The first three ships were 
commissioned into the navy 
as Kang Ting. Hsi Ning and 
Kun Ming. The fifth will be 
delivered before the year’s 
end. 

The 11 Hua will be armed 
with the Phalanx air defence 
system. Sea Chaparral sur- 
face-lo-air missiles, home- 


made Hsiung Feng n ami- 
ship missiles and an anti- 
submarine helicopter. 

Beijing, which has viewed 
Taiwan as a breakaway 
province since their split in 
1949 at the end of a civil 
war. opposed the arms sale. 

Taipei and Paris struck a 
$3.8 billion deal in 1992 for 
60 Mirage 2000-5s, pushing 
Paris -Beijing ties to new 
ebbs. Beijing closed a 
French consulate in the sou- 
thern city of Guangzhou. 
The consulate was only 
officially reopened in June. 

Beijing has threatened to 
attack the nationalist island 
should it declare formal 
independence, prompting 
Taiwan to seek more ad- 
vanced weaponry. 


O&h China protest raises alarm on bankruptcies 


MIAN YANG (R) — 

China's Mianvang silk prim- 
ing factory stands closed, 
locked and empty, but a 
rowdy protest by its workers 
last month after the textile 
plant declared bankruptcy 
has rung alarm bells in the 
region. 

Local officials said such 
incidents had to be expected, 
offering an unusually candid 
recognition of the problems 
thrown up by China’s 


officials in Mianyang in 
southwestern Sichuan pro- 
vince said at the weekend. 

One city resident said 
about 1.000 workers from 
three bankrupt factories took, 
part in the two-day protest 
and as many as 50 people 
were detained. 

Officials blamed the 
protest on a misunderstand- 
ing after workers posted a 
notice saying government 
representatives would visit 


sweeping capitalist-style the factory on July 7 to db- cllsttx i v 
6 rJZ* - - -cuss .benefits-after-ihe bank= — c ir 00 r ' _ . 


out on to a major intersec- 
tion outside the factory in 
the western part of the city, 
they said. 

The protesters dispersed 
after police seized those peo- 
ple who were blocking traf- 
fic and began talks to reas- 
sure workers, officials said. 

No one was injured and 
nine people detained for dis- 
rupting public order were 
freed after 6 to 15 days in 


Tyhoon 
leaves 3 
dead, 4 
missing 
in China 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Three people were killed 
and four were missing 
after Typhoon Victor hit 
the southern Chinese 
province of Gnangdong, 
it was reported Monday. 

The storm, which had 
earlier left one dead and 
55 injured when it struck 
Hong Kong late 
Saturday, also injured 18 
others as its swept past 
Shenzhen, Dong'guan, 
Shantou and Guangzhou, 
the provincial capital, the 
China-backed daily Wen 
Wei Po said. 

Four female migrant 
workers were missing 
after they fell into a river 
Sunday while seeking 
shelter from the storm in 
Shenzhen, the report 
said. 

Initial estimates put the 
cost of storm damage to 
property and crops at 15 
million yuan ($1.78 mil- 
lion). 

The hardest hit was 
Chaozhou City in eastern 
Guangdong where 303 
houses collapsed in a tor- 
nado that came with the 
storm, killing two people 
and injured 15. 

More than 20 towns 
reported floods and land- 
slides brought on by the 
heavy rain. 

The typhoon, the first 
to score a direct hit on 
Hong Kong in 14 years, 
weakened os it moved 
further inland. 

The newspaper said 
rainfalls reached between 
80 millimetres and 150 
millimetres in Shantou, 
Chaqyang, Huizhou and 
Shenzhen. 

The storm also dumped 
up to 200 millimetres of 
rain on Hong Kong in 
one day. 


Cambodia’s Hun Sen insists 
ousted prince must face trial 


PHNOM PENH i Agencies) 
Cambodian lender Hun 
Sen Monday ruled out talks 
with Prince Norodom Rana- 
riddh, the co-premier he ous- 
ted last month, at least until 
after the prince stood trial. 

Mr. Hun Sen. who over- 
threw Prince Ranariddh or 
J uly 6 after iwo days of 
fighting in Phnom Penh, said 
he might support a royal 
amnesty for Prince Rana- 
riddh if the prince '.s father. 
King Norodom Sihanouk, 
wanted to grant him a par- 
don if he was convicted in 
court. 

“After the coon, not before 
the court.” Mr. Hun Sen told 
reporters when asked if he 
wmrid negotiate with Prince 
Ranariddh. “I don't need to 
discuss with Ranariddh hut 
he must discuss with the 
court.” 

Prince Ranariddh left 
Camhodia shortly before lust 
month's fighting and has 
called from abroad for oppo- 
sition to Mr. Hun Sen. 

Mr. Hun Sen has said the 
prince was free ro return 
home, but would have to 
face trial for his negotiations 
with the outlawed Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla group and 
for alleged weapons smug- 
gling. 

Since taking sole power. 
Mr. Hun Sen has said he 
.wants his coalition with 
Prince Ranariddh's royalist 
FUNCJNPEC party to re- 
main in place, for FUNCIN- 
PEC to choose a successor 
for Prince Ranariddh as first 
prime minister, and for elec- 
tions to be held in May as 
scheduled. 

Three envoys from the 


Association of South East 
.Asian Nations i ASEAN) 
raised the thorny question of 
a role for Prince Ranariddh 
in talks with Mr. Hun Sen at 
the weekend. 

Hie envoys, led by Indo- 
nesian Foreign Minister A)i 
Alatas, told Mr. Hun Sen 
that all political players in 
Cambodia should be al- 
lowed to take pan in the 
election in May if it was to 
be credible. 

“He (Mr. Hun Sent agreed 
with us that the generaTelec- 
tions in May would have no 
meaning unless participated 
in by all political forces, and 
all political panics, freely." 
Mr. AJoias told a news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Alatas declined to 
reveal more details of his 
talks with Mr. Hun Sen con- 
cerning Prince Ranariddh, 
say ing the prince had to he 
informed of the discussion 
first. 

A diplomat from the 
region said Monday he 
believed Mr. Hun Sen was 
willing to negotiate Prince 
Ranariddh's future role, des- 
pite his apparent insistence 
that the prince stood trial. 

Mr. Hun Sen appealed 
Monday to politicians who 
fled the country* in the wake 
of Prince Ranariddh's over- 
throw*. to return. 

Many members of the rov- 
alist FUNCINPEC party and 
its sympathisers left Cambo- 
dia after the prince's ouster 
including some 20 members 
of parliament, either mem- 
bers of FUNCINPEC or a 
smaller allied party. 

-Among those who fled 
was Son Soubert, one of two 


National Assembly vice-pre- 
sidents. whose approval of 
certain motions, including 
the appointment of a new 
first prime minister, is re- 
quired under the assembly's 
rules. 

Mr. Son Soubcn's absence 
has brought into question the 
proper functioning of parlia- 
ment. but Mr. Hun Sen said 
those who left could not hold 
(lie assembly hostage. 

Mr. Hun Sen's call for 
Prince Ranariddh's trial 
came as the outlawed Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla croup said 
Monday Cambodian leader 
Hun Sen himself .should be 
brought before an interna- 
tional court for the alleged 
killing of supporters of 'the 
prince. 

“The puppet Hun Sen has 
to be sent to the internation- 
al court and sentenced in 
accordance with his criminal 
act." guerrilla radio said in a 
broadcast monitored in 
Phnom Penh. 

The guerrillas' clandestine 
radio has long been their 
main propaganda mouth- 
piece. 

Some 40 of the prince's 
supporters, including several 
senior military officials and 
their bodyguards, were 
killed by Mr. Hun Sen's 
troops, diplomatic sources 
and human rights workers 
said. 

Meanwhile some 360 
troops loyal to Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh returned to 
Cambodia after fleeing to 
Thailand last week, and 
thousands of refugees were 
expected to follow. Thai 
officials said Monday. 

The royalist troops had 


fled fighting in north western 
Cambodia late last week and 
were allowed into Thailand 
after being disarmed. Thai 
Colonel Anuphong Paoehin- 
da told reporters. 

He said the royalists 
returned to their Cambodian 
villages over the weekend. 

A large number of wea- 
pons. including AK-47 and 
M-16 rifles, mortars, subma- 
chine guns and ammunition 
were left behind in Thailand. 

About 3.600 Cambodian 
refugees who left Thailand 
to escape fighting, between 
the royalists and troops loyal 
to strongman Hun Sen. were 
expected to go home Tues- 
day or Wednesday. Col. 
Anuphong said. 

'The fighting situation 
died down in the areas and 
the Cambodian officials 
have agreed to take these 
people back." he said. 

Factional fighting in sever- 
al small villages in north- 
western Cambodia late lust 
week forced between 5.000- 
6.000 people to flee to Aran- 
yaprathet district in eastern 
Thailand. Some of them re- 
turned to Cambodia shortly 
after crossing into Thailand. 

Thai military officials on 
the border said Friday that 
Mr. Hun Sen's forces had 
captured O’bei Choan and 
its 200 royalist defenders 
had withdrawn into the bush. 

Friday's movement of refu- 
gees was the first time Cam- 
bodians had been allowed 
across the border since 
before U.N.-sponsored elec- 
tions in Cambodia in 1993. 
Prince Ranariddh and Mr. 
Hun Sen formed an uneasy 
coalition after that poll. 
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Taleban fighters on an armoured personnel carrier drive through the village of Hussain Kot, their frontline against 
opposition forces, some 19 kilometres north of the capital Kabul. The Taleban have been trying to fend off opposi- 
tion attacks on the capital for the past two weeks (Reuter photo) 

Taleban locked in fierce battle north of Kabul 


KABUL (AP) — Artillery 
and rocket fire thundered 
overhead as Taleban sol- 
diers battled on the ground 
Monday to drive their ene- 
mies back from positions 
just north of the Afghan 
capital Kabul. 

A Taleban commander 
said the Islamic militia 
brought in 300 fresh troops 
and launched an offensive 
to take enemy positions in 
Mir Bacha Kot, barely 20 
kilometres north of the war- 
weary capital. 

“We launched an attack 
on Mir Bacha Kot and fight- 


ing continues for the area.” 
said Mutiullah Muslem. 

Mr. Muslem wouldn't say 
if the Taleban gained any 
ground in Monthly's offen- 
sive. but acknowledged his 
forces were held back when 
enemy w*arplanes dropped 
cluster bombs. 

Two weeks ago. northern 
opposition forces led by 
ousted military chief. Ah- 
mad Shah Massood punched 
through successive Taleban 
positions until they reached 
the outskirts of Kabul. 

But the front line has been 
stalled just south of Mir 


Bacha Kot since then, with 
both sides pounding the 
other daily with artillery 
and rocket fire. 

Mr. Massood and his 
Uzbek allies in the north 
have threatened to launch 
an ull-out assault on Kabul 
unless the Taleban evacuate. 

But Mr. Muslem said his 
forces would never give up 
the fight. 

"We are ready to defend 
Kabul against such brutal 
actions." he said. 

Scores of refugees flood- 
ed the road leading south to 
the capital, many fleeing 


their villages with whatever 
they could cany. 

“There were so many 
incoming rockets in the last 
few* days, we decided we 
had to leave," said Najibul- 
lah. a villager who like 
many Afghans goes by only 
one name. 

The Taleban movement 
b as imposed a strict version 
of Islamic law in the zones 
it controls, banning women 
from work and outlawing 
light entertainment like tele'’- 
vision and music. The 
opposition espouses a more 
liberal view of Islam. 


Drunken Croats drive Muslims from Bosnian homes 




economic reforms. 

At least 600 to 700 work- 
ers took to the streets on July 
7 and 8, blocking traffic with 
dustbins, desks and chairs. 


. -cuss Jjene&tS-aftfir -the 
ruptcy. 

When Mianyang officials 
failed to arrive that Monday 
morning, workers poured 


~The incident has highlight- 
ed the delicacy of China’s 
use of bankruptcy to push 
economic reform. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Hund- 
reds of Muslims who had 
returned to their pre-war 
homes in a Croat-controlled 
area of Bosnia over the last 
three weeks have been 
forced to flee again by 
drunken Croat mobs, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

By Sunday evening only 
85 Muslims remained of the 
hundreds who had returned 
to the town of Jajce. about 
100 kilometres northwest of 
Sarajevo, and three sur- 
rounding villages. 


town of Travnik, a spokes- 
man for the NATO-led 
SFOR peacekeeping force 
said. 

“All three villages are now 
empty. The Muslims agreed 
to go. The buses were not 
UNHCR buses, we think 
they were provided by the 
Jajce local authorities,” 
spokesman. Adrian Wilkin- 
son told Reuters. 

Bosnian Television report- 
ed that one man, Hasim 
Sahman, bad been burned to 
death when his house was 


The Muslims said they 
intended to make another 
attempt Tuesday to return to 
the villages, which were 
their homes before the 43- 
month Bosnian war. 

The population of Jajce is 
around 98 per cent Bosnian 
Croat, and the town is run by 
Croat authorities. 

Mr. Wilkinson said SFOR 
had received a report from 
the United Nations Intema- 
tional Police Task Force 
(IPTF) that one person had 
died in the village of Psenik, 


from IPTF was available to 
confirm the report to Reu- 
ters. 

IPTF spokesman. Alex 
Ivanko said earlier that 372 
Muslims had decided over 
the weekend not to stay in 
Jajce and had moved to a 
police station in a nearby 
Muslim-controlled area. 

Mr. Wilkinson said that 
after the last Muslims bad 
fled Kruscica, around 250 
Bosnian Croats who had 
gathered north and south of 
the village headed back to 


- But then even these were - burned domnOTISjoe, and^ -jursoodraf l3j(s; 'Saturday — Jajce “having achieved their 
taken out of their village, Bosnian radio said a number night, aim.” 

Kruscica, by bus and were of Muslims’ houses had been The report said his house The office of the intema- 

heading east towards the set on fire. was burned down. Nobody tional community's high 


representative in Bosnia said 
in u statement that the events 
were unacceptable. 

It demanded that conditions 
be established within 48 
hours “which would enable 
families who left Jajce to 
return to their homes with full 
guarantees for their safety." 

The statement said there 
were indications that police 
might have been involved in 
the incidents — a chronic 
problem in ethnically riven 
Bosnia. 

British forces serving with 
SFOR in Bosnia were pre- 
sent in armoured vehicles 
monitoring the situation dur- 
ing the day. 
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Adding fuel to the fire 

JUST WHAT was Newt Gingrich actually 
trying to say when he told Fox Television 
on Sunday that Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat had lost all credibility in the 
U.S. Congress? The U.S. House of 
Representatives speaker’s statements to 
the Fox Sunday News programme were 
nothing short of inflammatory, if not libel- 
ions, accusations and poorly-veiled threats. 
Saying that the U.S. needed a “tougher 
anti-terrorist strategy” and that it should 
“flatly let it be known in the Middle East 
that we (the U.S.) will be supportive of 
steps needed to protect innocent Israelis,” 
Mr. Gingrich once again exposes his big- 
otry. . - 

He does this by directing all blame for last 
week’s bloodshed in Jerusalem on Mr. 
Arafat and the Pales tinian National 
Authority, stating “the clear evidence that 
Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian 
[National] Authority have not only not 
stopped terrorism, but had people in their 
organisation helping terrorists.” His prej- 
udice allows him only a selective view of 
the facts on the ground and thus he speaks 
from the self-righteous stance reminiscent 
of proponents of organisations bent on 
bias, intolerance and discrimination. His 
are fearful declarations indeed. 

Fearful because they ignore the terror 
that Palestinians face when gun-wielding 
Jewish settlers place roadblocks along 
roads leading from one Palestinian village 
to another. Fearful because all the work on 
the path to peace is being shattered by an 
unyielding, insolent movement of Israeli 
hawks who purport to be safeguarding 
their country’s security by continuing to 
build settlements on Palestinian lands and 
disregarding the tenets of the Oslo accords, 
let alone decades-old U.N. resolutions. 
Fearful because an already fragile process 
is being torn away, and what lies ahead, 
should the deterioration peak, is ominous. 

Proposing “raids into Palestinian territo- 
ry,” “arresting Palestinian [National] 
Authority leaders,” and taking “whatever 
steps have to be taken,” are menacing sug- 
gestions from one of the United States’ 
most senior officials. The arrogance with 
which Mr. Gingrich takes up one side of 
the conflict should be enough to dismiss his 
comments as reactionary. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra’i strongly criticised U.S. 
President Bill Clinton- whosbowed-respeca-fbr the dead 
Israelis but totally disregard the Palestinian victims of 
Israeli atrocities. Tareq Masarweh supported his agree- 
ment by pointing out, in particular. President Clinton's 
show of respect for the mourning period in Israel, fol- 
lowing the suicide bombs in Jerusalem, by delaying the 
despatch of his special Middle East envoy Dennis Ross 
to the area. He said that the president does not respect 
the sufferings of the Palestinians who continually face 
starvation, c riminal actions and repression at the hands 
of the Israelis. The U.S. president, along with the lead- 
ership of many Western nations and even human rights 
organisations, have shown little concern over the plight 
of the Palestinians who have scores of dead and 
wounded every year at the hands of the Israeli forces 
which occupy the Palestinian lands, noted the writer. 
He said that by contrast, whenever a single Jew falls 
due to resistance activity on the part of the oppressed 
Palestinians. Washington raises the hue and cry and 
accuses the Palestinians of being terrorists. The U.S. 
president does not have any respect for us neither do 
we harbour any respect for him and we believe he is 
not concerned with peace and that his signature on the 
peace accords is meaningless, die writer concluded. 

A WRITER for Al Arab AI Yawm Monday criticised 
the government’s practice of awarding tenders for 
Jordanian projects to non- Jordanian construction firms, 
thus depriving thousands of local citizens of the chance 
to make a living. In the past few months, at least three 
major contracts were awarded to foreign firms: a ten- 
der for lifts was given to an American firm, a tender for 
the supply of electric cables to a Bahraini company and 
a tender for the supply of batteries to a government 
agency awarded to an Israeli firm, noted the writer. He 
said that this practice at a time when it is obvious that 
Jordanian firms can meet the requirements of these ten- 
ders and many others, reflects the government's ten- 
dency to disregard the national industry. It is known 
that the Jordaman balance of trade faces a continued 
deficit and the state’s foreign currency reserves are 
limited, but little is done to address the situation, 
charged the writer. He said that Jordan, which is in 
need of every penny to implement the economic 
restructuring programme, should try to take every pos- 
sible measure to save funds for its development pro- 
jects. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


i G. Biotin 


Corruption’s urgent 
statehood or 





OF THE truly urgent challenges facing the Arab and 
Middle East region — ■ protecting the environment, reduc- 
ing corruption and promoting participatory and account- 
able governance — the most difficult to address is proba- 
bly that of corruption- So. I thought it would be worth- ! 
while to explore the initial stages of the anti-corruption , 
campaign that was launched in Jordan last year by the gov- i 
eminent of then Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti — ! 
one of his government’s several bold and appropriate acts. 

As with any such top-down initiative in the Third World 
— and we are, despite our celestial-speed increase in per 
capita donuts consumption, firmly anchored in the Hurd 
World — the launching of the anti-corruption drive elicit- 
ed scepticism among many Jordanians. The common sen- 
timent remains that anti -corruption efforts will target die 
small fish, not the big sharks and whales; that low-level 
government employees who engage in petty corruption 
will suffer trial, fines and imprisonment, without touching 
the really big crooks who, it is widely believed and 
alleged, exploit their public offices and connections to 
milk state and society of milli ons of dinars. 

This might turn out to be the case, but it would be unfair 
at this early stage in Jordan’s anti -corruption campaign to 
accept this as an axiomatic and irrevocable truth. Intrigued 
by little bits of news that have appeared about this dinting 
the past year, last week I visited the anti-corruption depart- 
ment at the General Intelligence Department (GID) ami 
spoke with officers in charge to learn more about their 
work. 

The most startling thing I discovered (other than how 
refreshing it is for one to initiate a visit to the GID and ask 
them questions, instead of being called in for a chat and a 
cup of coffee) was about the wide range of issues being 
dealt with under the anti-corruption campaign, in both the . 
private and public sectors. In the 14 months since it start- 
ed work in May 1996, die department has investigated 
over 300 cases, resulting in 285 individuals being charged 
in court (with few verdicts yet, as most cases slowly wind . 
their way through the judicial system). A state judge per- 
manently seconded to the department gives it two impor- 
tant new dimensions: legal advice that is important for the 
prosecution of cases it sends to the prosecutor-general for 
indictments in the court system, and the ability to obtain 
search warrants quickly in order to collect incriminating 
evidence that can stand up in court 
Hie department and tire- courts do not make public the 
names of individuals, companies or institutions rh»r are 
charged in court with corruption offences, so it is difficult 
to gauge the precise nature and extent of the corruption 
being uncovered. The relatively large scale and broad 
scope of the prosecutions under way, however, suggest that 
the anti -corrupti on effort in Jordan is attempting to achieve 
its goals through a strategy that relies on quiet, persistent 
deterrence more than on flamboyant public trials and die 
shaming of the guilty. 

This in turn reflects a more sophisticated appreciation by 
the state of the corrosive, long-term damage that corrup- 
tion causes, manifested in the need for what Crown Prince 
Hassan frequently refers to as “soft security". Corruption 
is not only a problem of cash that is siphoned from the 
public wealth to private hands; it is a veritable national 
security threat comprising a string of intertwined infec- 
tions that slowly eat away at the integrity of the state and 
it laws, eventually relegating society as a whole to a state 
of permanent thievery, mediocrity and, ultimately, law- 
lessness. 

A new International Monetary Fund study entitled “Why 
Worry About Corruption" notes that most public corrup- 
tion can be traced to government intervention in the econ- 


omy (price controls, subsidies, trade restrictions,: over- 
licensing), low wage scales in the public sector and the 
tendency to benefit one’s own relatives and co-members of 
one’s **fhnir religious and linguistic group in, societies 
With min orities (as is the case in Jordan and much of the 
Arab World). The many shocking consequences of corrup- 
tion include: lower investment levels, retarded economic 
growth, misallocation of talent away from productive 
work, misuse and eventual reduction in foreign aid flows, 
loss of tax revenues leading to adverse 'budgetary conse^ 
quences, lower quality infrastructure and; public' services, 
arid distortions in the composition of government expendi- 
tures. . : 

Our own young anti-corruption drive substantiates these 
conclusions. Most of the" Jordanian corruption cases 
involving the biggest sums of money have been uncovered 
in the customs department, tenders and water departments, 
municipalities, and state finan cial institutions, and they 
frequently involved paying bribes in order to evadepfying 
legi timat e taxes or fees. These and other cases have 
involved blatant theft, fraud, bribery, fixing contracts and 
embezzlement by public officials, as well as wrongdoing 
by die private sector that banns the well-being of 
Jordanians. 

For example, several groups of forgers have been appre- 
hended after having mass produced over 500 fake Kuwaiti 
secondary school certificates that were used to secure 
acceptances in Jordanian universities. Manufacturers of 
fake household cleaners and of edible salt produced from 
dangerous potash wastes have bear sent to court, along 
with smaller scale merchants who sold unhygienic sweets 
to school children in low-income urban areas. In upper- 
income west Amman , the anti-corruption unit broke up an 
operation that paid students to spend the night In an unli- 
censed clinic where they were used as human guinea pigs 
to test new medicines. In a major northern city, the unit 
exposed some contractors who won municipal construe- ' 
don contracts with low bids that they knew could not ade- 
quately implement all the required works, and then bribed 
officials who exempted them from, carrying out certain . 
provisions of die contract due to obscure reasons 

— resulting in financial gains for the contractors, smaller 
financial g ains for the corrupt officials, and poor quality 
infrastructural facilities (roads, water systems) for the 
Jordanian people. 

In cases where die anti-corruption department sent offi- 
cers to accompany routine government inspectors, for 
samples of medicines and gold jewellery, they were able to 
secure evidence for use in court cases that the ministry 
officials legally could not obtain on their own. Another pri- 
vate form of “corruption” that is now actively pursued by 
the department, complete with video recordings, is the 
dumping of dangerous chemical wastes on privately 
owned land east and south of Amman; in some cases 
threatening to pollute groundwater reserves. 

The anti-corruption department’s deliberate low-key 
profile to date has been largely designed. to achieve two 
results: to send a credible number of cases to court in order 
to deter others in die public and private sectors, and to 
deVeldp a long-term corruption-prevention capacity that 
would minimise the problem in future. An interesting new . 
development, the GID says, is the increasing number of 
corruption cases being reported to it by government offi- 
cials and citizens other than its own officers and employ- 
ees. A year ago, all corruption cases were initiated by GED 
staff; today, about 35 per cent erf cases are the result of 
information provided to the department by concerned citi- 
zens and officials. 

The slow’ movement of corruption cases through the . 


courts means that the initial impact of this drive remains 
toW-key, primarily impacting on individuals, 
agmdk Sd that are dmedy u nph«« - 

ed and . awai ting trial,.. As news of. tins effort 
throughout the economy, by. word-ofrooutfa or me mass 
media, and as distorting, rop^heavy ^jovenmiem mterven- 
tion in the economy is reduced by die impart of dereguia- 
tion, the fiill effectiveness df.the anti-comrption drive may 


important mission Should not be solely len tothe security 
agencies, but should be housed- in a m ann er and [dace that 
enjoy joint jorficial'-padiarncBtary supervision. This valid 
question shrinM betackied soon by all concerned, before 
the inevitable charges of abuse of power nip in the buda 
potentially valuable and honourable, effort to overcome the 
extensive political laxity and economic crimes of -recent 
decades; . ■ 

- The anti-corruption drive and US initial findings reflect at 
once the, wide magnitude of the' corruption problem, the 
urgency of doing something about it, and the capacity to 
do something abodt it if the will is tbere. Not yet clear, 
however; is whether this drive will result in court convic- 
tions that actually deter corruption, and" whether the state’s 
security p ol itical agen cies have' the combination of 
political wxff cultural toughness and technical capacity to 
go after theWidelyassumed but Still elusive cases oflarge- 
. scale corruption mid influence-peddling in the public sec- 
tor. •' 

This anti-corruption oimpaign cannot only weed out 
poly corruption and thus minimise bigger corruption; it 
also has the opportunity tb set itself up as apoweifril insti- 
tutional modd of the: rule of taw, transparency and 
accountable public power — - .precisely the missing ingre- 
dients, that, allowed corruption to spread; so quickly in 
recent decades. The nature of intelligence work and anti- 
corruption information-gathering requires; some secrecy 
and surreptitious monitoring in order to catefe criminals in 
the act, which honest persons would accept as long as 
basic legal safeguards and human rights; were respected; 
but once the anti-corruption process starts to bear fruit, its 
perpetuation technically, its validity politically, and its 
longremr sustainability will all require precisely' tire 
opposite attributes — openness, accountability and trans- 
parency. :7 

The Intelligence Department, the judiciary, the execu- 
tive, the JegiSatW branches ^nd the press should afl start 
to ponder these issues together The initial progress of the 
anti-corraptibn drive must be translated into a continuing 
journey towards Iximds of statehood and sovereignty: that 
are characterised by equity, honour, clarity, sound gover- 
nance and the rule of law, rather than by criminality, injus- 
tice; lawlessness, political laxity and moral confusion. It is 
too early to tell if this new process to stem the corruption 
and deterioration of recenr decades will succeed or not 
But iris not too early to mbnitw to understandall its. 
political and national dimensions, and to require of it the 
highest possible standards.of efficacy,, fairness arid legali- 
ty- / .. ; 

By the way, the only feeling anywhere near as satisfying 
as walking into the General Intelligence Department on 
your own free will; , for the novel purpose. of questioning 
them, is walking out of the tHD on your own free will. 
When I did so last week, I left with a sense that something 
potentially important and evert historic maybe happening 
in the young arffi-conupticm diive in this country.Tlold the 
scepticism, demand the facts and watch this space. 


Palestinians try to escape spiral ofdespair 


By Johan Borger 

The article below, reprinted 
front the Guardian Weekly, 
appeared few days before 
the July 30 suicide bombing 
in a Jerusalem marketplace 
that killed 14 and injured 
hundreds. 

RAMALLAH — 

Palestinians are anxiously 
searching for a way to make 
their economy shockproof. 
Concentrated in small, easily 
isolated enclaves, it has 
proved far more vulnerable 
than its Israeli counterpart to 
the crises which punctuate 
Middle Eastern politics. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are only just beginning 
to recover from last year’s 
“closures” imposed by the 
Israeli government in retalia- 
tion for a string of attacks. In 
February last year, after two 
bus bombings, the army 
sealed off the Palestinian 
autonomous regions and 
reduced the daily flow of 
Palestinian workers com- 
muting to Israeli businesses 
from 70.000 to 15.000 
overnight 

Trade in raw materials and 
finished goods was also 
squeezed to a trickle and the 
knock-on effects in the 
teeming refugee camps and 
Palestinian towns were 
severe, 

In a recently-published 

report, the United Nations 
estimated that the unem- 
ployment rate increased 
from 19 per cent to nearly 30 
per cent and per capita GNP 
in the Palestinian territories 
dropped by more than eight 
per cent The average 
Palestinian wage fell by a 
tenth over the same period, 
from 5411 per month to 
S370. sufficient to cover 64 
per cent or basic family 


needs. 

All the statistics reflect the 
fact that the Oslo peace 
process has so far been eco- 
nomically damaging for the 
Palestinians. By demarcat- 
ing Palestinian territory, it 
has solidified the inter-eth- 
nic boundaries and partially 
- unhitched tbe- PatestiiuanK 
from the much stronger 
Israeli economy. Since 1993, 
their income as a group has 
shrunk by about a third. This 
year, however, economic 
analysts are being cautiously 
upbear. Despite closures 
provoked by a March terror- 
ist attack in Tel Aviv, die 
Palestinian economy is 
showing signs of growth for 
the first time in more than 
five years. 

“If the political situation 
does not explode, 1997 
looks like h will be a much 
better year than 1996," said 
Salem Ajluni, a U.N. econo- 
mist working in Gaza. Some 
forecasts suggest a growth 
rate this year, of eight per 
cenL 

A partial reason for the 
better performance is that 
the March closures were rel- 
atively short-lived. The aver- 
age daily flow of Palestinian 
labourers into Israel has 
been 37,000 so for this year, 
compared with 22,000 last 
year. 

But the vulnerability to 
external shocks remains. 
Despite large savings held 
by the Palestinian diaspora, 
there has been minimal 
investment in Gaza and the 
West Bank as a result of the 
chronic uncertainty. 

“Private investment has 
contracted substantially 
since the Oslo process,” said 
AM Khadr, the deputy World 
Bask representative based in 
Ramallah, the West Bank's 
commercial hub. U A lot of 


the diaspora are out there 
waiting to come in, poten- 
tially in large-scale ventures. 
But they don’t know what is 
going to happen in die next 
two years— what kind of 
government there’s going to 
be, whether it will be part of 
Israel, or what kind of bor- 
- dersihere are going to be"- 

Another cloud over 
investor confidence is the 
uncertain track record of the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). The PNA’s 
hands were tied in terms of 
fiscal and trade policy by (he 
economic annexe to the Oslo 
accords — which were 
designed to keep it in line 
with the Israeli economy. In 
the search for extra revenue 
Mr. Arafat’s entourage has 
involved itself deeply in 
trade, establishing monopo- 
lies in the import pf petrol 
and construction materials. 

“The character of these 
companies is not very trans- 
parent. There is certainly a 
need fen- further examination 
of the welfare Joss 
involved,” Mr Ali Khadr 
said. 

There are several -impor- 
tant developments currently 
being negotiated which have 
the potential to transform the 
investment climate. Under 
die Oslo accords, Gaza is to 
have its own airport and sea- 
port^ which could dramati- 
cally reduce Palestinian 
dependence on I&ael. 

Also in negotiation, and 
probably far closer to reality, 
is a World Bank and U.S.- 
sponsored plan to build an 
industrial zone on the Gaza- 
Isracl border, which would 
draw on Palestinian labour 
with Israeli supplies and 


supervising its security — 
die Israelis would guarantee 
the zone would be “closure- 
proof.” 

Detailed negotiations on 
the Kami-Muntar Zone, the 


seaport and the airport have 
continued in recent weeks' 
despite "the freeze in the 
peace process. However, the 
Israeli government has yet to 
sign off on any of (he three 


projects, perhaps for die 
same reason the PNA is. so 
eager to see them realised — 
they ' would ; - make the 
Palestinians far less exposed 
to economic sanctions. 


The tzade-off involved in 
the so-called Kami-Muntar 
Zone is that — in return for 


LETTERS 


Skewed vision 


To the Editor: 


ON JULY 31, 1 read on the Nets a selec- - 
tion from The Daily Ifelegraph in which 
one Anton La Guartfia comments on the 
suicide bombings in Jerusalem. His the- . 
sis is contained in the title: “A violent 
strategy that erupts only when peace- is 
given a chance” and demonstrates an . 
advanced case of amnesia as well as an; 
absolute myopia concerning the Middle 
East. 

Mr. La Guardia’s most basic error is the 
bland assumption drat, in die events' lead- 
ing up to these tragic bombings, peace 
had been "given a chance. 17 In fact, since ; 
the shamefal surrender at Oslo, all the 
events in the region have conspired to 
deprive the Palestinians of any hope of a 
just resolution to the dispossession and 
degradation they have suffered since -- 
1948. 1 -and confiscation had speeded up_ 
new. illegal, Jewish settlements on 
Palestinian land continue, torture of 
Palestinians who fight in the legitimate— 
resistance to illegal occupation has 
increased and became “legal” according 
to Israeli law, Palestinians bom .in 
Palestine continue to be deprived crf'iheir" 
right of residence, Palestinian houses 
continue to be buMdozed, defih squads - 
continue to target human rights activists, 
while die young heroes of the intifada see 
the fruits of their sacrifices bring squan- 
dered. If this looks like “peace” to Ml La - 
Goardia, -it only proves that his view of 
die region is as skewed in favour of the 
colonial settler Zionist state as thaf of 
Washington D.C ^ ‘ .. V 

Mr. La GuartEa ffisimsse^ dte profesS; 
of Palestinians in Hebirtrr’aS ij aIrDost rim- 
al rioting.” How would he himself feel if 


he lived in a city in which an army were, 
deployed to protect a handful of armed 
. and dangerous American fanatics who 
had taken over the marketplace and much 

-"of the heart of the town in the psychotic 
belief that a tribal deity wanted them to 
do so? 

- As for his fatuous optimism concerning 
.' the impending visit of Dennis Ross, what 
possible evidence is there that having 
foiled to bring any creative solutions on 
. several past visits, Mr. Ross- wiH- have 
anything to offer except to advise the 
.' Palestinians to accept supinely, die further 
rape and plunder of their land and lives? 

I grieve for'afl. the victims of these.lat- 
: esc bombings, including the Israelis who 
are living-in confiscated Arab houses and 
displacmg/ their former residents, (since 
only God pan judge whether they do so 
with a good- or bad conscience); but I 
grieve especially for the young 
Palestinians who have been driven to 
such despair that they can see no other 
Way to spend their energy and talent. This 
is a reflection on die intransigence and 
rapacity of the Netanyahu government as 
weU as the U^S.^ administration which 

supports it, but even more sadly a reflec- 
■ tion on the failure of the Palestinian lead- 
l ership: if there were a real peace process 
. how many creative, programmes worthy 

of die talents- of young Palestinians 

; .like cleaning, up villages, holding cultur- 
al^ . seminars, bufldhig : kindc^artens 
restoring historic fruiltfings, planning 
- tourism in the Palestinian lands, etc. — 
’couW;$350 million haw initiated ? Truly 
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trust studies Jordanian heritage 


By Dr. A.M.AGS 

A TT W *otn ifit? to- 
tlun-fca&d Portland Sculp- 
ture. -Tfu&L iPSTj have 
recssrijr u.mdudrU an 
exploratory seven -day 

visit to Jbfxhm. 

Tne {^t hopes ia sei up 
imcrdi*ciplin«jrv u:Ilabt> 
radon beftwii^rinsh an d 
Jurdimian groups wotting 
with stciw. explained PST 
director, Hannah Softer. 

"Wf.-anr aware of the 


growing Jordanian interest 
in the conservation and 
?nhiti)i'i;mcni of ifs culture 
and enviTornnem, many 
aspects of which are con- 
served in the old stone of 
ftfra. We.havc much to 
leant here and hope to 
establish a iwu< way 
prvxo-s Idler this year,’' she 
added-. 

"Duong the past fifteen 
years, the PST has. con- 
ducted an innovative edu- 
cutHxiaf uppfYiach aimed at 


serving the needh of 
artists, architects, geolo- 
gists, archaeologists and 
other groups interested in 
the protection of the envi- 
ronment, starting with 
stone” commented Paul 
Crabtree, a PST team 
member. 

"We offer academically 
validated courses, a stone 

workshop permanently 

bused in an ancient Port- 
land quarry us 'Well as an 
extensive archive of 


images text and terrain 
models" he added. 

Ms. Softer said that the 
quarry was made available 

10 the PST by ARC South- 

ern and "is an excellent 
example of responsible big 
industry positively 

enabling NGOs to fulfill 
the aims of their members. 

11 would be good if the 

some happened here in 
Jordan.” 

“Our sculpture work- 
shops are popular with 
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Student undergoing training in sculpture of architectural elements 


sculptors and many have 
carved their work into the 
quarry face and construct- 
ed free standing installa- 
tions which have created a 
rich sculptural park, most- 
ly reclaimed by nature, 
which has attracted much 
academic, artistic and 

media attention'' Ms. 

Sofaer continued. 

The British government 
recognised the importance 
of the quarry by designat- 
ing it a Site of Special Sci- 
entific Interest. It now acts 
as a teaching resource, 
provides pleasure for 

locals and also attracts vis- 
itors lo Portland. 

The team spent four days 
in Petra meeting with 

members of the Brown 
University archaeological 
expedition excavating the 
southern temple, the Ital- 
ian restorers working on 
the mosaics in the sixth 
century church as well as 
Jordanian members of Dr. 
Kamel Mahadin's Petra 
Regional Council. 

They spent a day in 
Jerash before returning to 
Amman where they met 
Aysar Akrawi, executive 
director of the Petra 
National Trust, with whom 
the team discussed possi- 
ble cooperation between 
the two trusts. 

“We are pleased to pro- 
mote cooperation between 
Jordanian and internation- 
al efforts aimed at study- 
ing and preserving the 
unique combination of 
antiquities, natural envi- 
ronment and traditions in 
the Petra region,” said Ms. 
Akrawi. 

“We look forward to 
receiving in our quarries 
and workshops Ms. 
Akrawi and others who 
share our interest in the 
appreciation and conserva- 
tion of stone," said Ms. 
Sofaer. 

The PST team left Jor- 
dan with photographic and 
videotape documentation 
which they will uge in 
seminars and workshops 
this summer. They will 
arrange the • visit of 
renowned- sculptor Peter 
Randall Page to continue 
documentation and inter- 
pretation in Petra later this 
year. His drawings will be 
used to design the PSTs 
new resource centre at die 
appropriately named Jor- 
dan Quany in Portland 
made available by the 
Crown Estates. 

The writer is technical 
adviser/consultant to the 
Portland Sculpture' Trust, 
Portland, Dorset, U.K. He 
contributed this article to 
the Jordan Tunes. 


Law opens database 
to inquiring neighbours 


LA CRESCENTA. 
California (AFP.) — 
With the click of a 
mouse, a new law 
allows neighbours to 
browse the police 
department CD-ROM 
database of horrors 
about sex offenders in 
their midst. 

Faces of men of ail 
ages and races flip up 
on the computer 
screen, some looking 
seedy and possibly 
'•criminal”, but others 
looking downright 
professorial in taste- 
ful sweaters, button- 
down collars and 
wire-rim glasses. 

Their misdeeds 
include everything 
from lewd and lasciv- 
ious behaviour, to 
forced rape and 
sodomy, child molest- 
ing and child rape. 
Their names, aliases 
and body marks are 
listed, 'but not their 
addresses. 

The new so-called 
"Megan’s law” has 
stoked a hot national 
debate between par- 
ents who want to 
know if offenders are 
living among them 
and legal rights advo- 
cates who warn the 
law will lead to vigi- 
lantism. 

It was signed into 
law by President Bill 
Clinton with little 
more than two days 
debate after a twice- 
convicted felon was 
found guilty in May 
of rape and murder of 
seven-year-old Megan 
Kanka. 

‘‘People want to 
know who is creeping 
around their neigh- 
bourhood” said 
James Blankenship, 
the desk officer in the 
sheriff’s offices of 
this mountain com- 
munity of 1 1 7,000 
people. 

In La Crescenta, 
there are 17 serious 
sex offenders convict- 
ed of crimes ranging 
from public exposure, 
to rape and sexual 
assault on children. 
Several were deemed 
“high risk”, meaning 
the community is 
notified. 

“The problem of 
bracing yourself for 
the worst is, you have 
to imagine it first,” 
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Shawn Hubler said 
after receiving u 
school notice that 
read alarmingly, “no 
need ro get alarmed." 

At that point, every- 
one becomes suspect: 
the pool cleaning 
man. the gardener, 
even the ice cream 
man. 

In California, there 
are 63.920 known 
offenders lone in 150 
adulL men in the 
state), though an esti- 
mated 40 per cent of 
them could have 
moved, be dead or 
hack behind bars. 

In Los Angeles 
county alone there are 
20.000 sex offenders 
and 7.300 in neigh- 
bouring Orange 
County 7 . Even in 
Toney' Beverley Hills’ 
coveted 90210 zip- 
code. there are seven 
offenders lurking. 

Elizabeth Schroeder, 
the associate director 
of the American Civil 
Liberties Union's 
Southern California 
Chapter, said the 
database is 40 to 75 
per cent inaccurate. 

Also, the database 
does not list the date 
of the offence, which 
could have been 
decades ago. and it 
could lisf offences 
that in some states are 
illegal like consensual 
sex between homo- 
sexuals, she said. 


"They could be pop- 

E ing up on the aata- 
ase as child moles- 


ters when that is not 
the case” she said. 
States have wide lati- 
tude in listing the 
information about the 
offenders. 

Ms. Schroeder 
added that it also 
gives parents a false 
sense of security 
believing they can 
protect their children 


because they know 
where the "bad guy” 
lives. 

“In reality, parents 
could be letting their 
guard down. The vast 


majority of children 
are molested by 
someone in the home 
or a friend of the fam- 
ily.” M>. Schroeder 
said. 

Because the data- 
base ii rife with inac- 
curacies. Los Angeles 
Sheriff Sherman 
Bloch insisted 

deputies verify 

addresses of offend- 
ers before posting 
fliers of high risk 
criminals. 

But when a police 
ear pulled up to one 
address in the city of 
.Covina near Los 
‘Angeles, the neigh- 
bour across the street 
figured out that he 
was one of the offend- 
ers. 

A van owned by a 
convicted child 

molester was fire- 
bombed earlier this 
month, days after 
neighbours ’ learned 
his identify as a result 
of the new public 
database. 

"There is no ques- 
tion that the fire- 
bombing was related 
to the CD-ROM. He 
had lived in the 
neighbourhood for a 
vear with no prob- 
lems." Ms. Schroeder 
said. "Four days after 
he was identified as a 
sex offender this hap- 
pened ” 

There was also a 
case of mistaken 
identity in New Jersey 
where’ a man, who 
moved into a house 
that a sex offender 
had once listed as his 
address, was beaten 
up by an angry mob. 

The vigilantism has 
also created another 
unintended effect. 
Some sex offenders 
who had been report- 
ing their whereabouts 
to local police have 
disappeared. 

“what is beginning 
to happen,” Ms. 
Schroeder said, "is 
that offenders are 
starting to so under- 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
IN FUNDRAISING 

An international Institution working in (he field of 
development and Hindi rig developmental activities is 
currently recruiting a DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT to head up a new fundraising 
department based al its offices in Amman. Jordan. 

The successful candidate will be responsible for ihc 
following acd vii res: 

1. Planning and management of all fundraising 
programmes. 

2. Development of a fundraising/markedng research 
programme and the database which will suppon it. 

3. Development and production of all membership 
newsletters, fundraising and marketing materials. 

4. Initiating applications and submissions to Foundations 
and Trusts. 

5. Working with the Board of Trustees. The Resource 
Development Committee and other senior fundraising 
leadership volunteers to promote fundraising. 

6. Working wilh ihe appointed Fundraising Consultants 
for the furtherance of all major fundraising strategy 
and activity. 

The Candidate 

The institution is seeking the following qualitications 
and/or experience in ihe successful candidate: 

a) Three years experience as a successful senior 
fundraiser or more than three years experience in a 
senior marketing role in thq commercial sector. 

b) Experience of working directly with a Board of 
Directors and/or marketing Committee. 

c) Experience of working as senior level with 
not-for-profit organisations in a paid or voluntary 
capacity. 

d) Knowledge of marketing or fundraising research ■ 
techniques and disciplines. 

e) Prior experience of setting up research and marketing 
computing systems and databases. 

In addition, the institution also seeks the following 
qualities and attributes in the successful candidate: 

i. Excellent communication skills in Arabic and English. 

Knowledge of the French language would also be an 
asset. 

ii. Good personal presentation and sophisticated social 
skills. The ability to communicate and negotiate with 
the wealthiest and most influential sectors of society 
will also be required. 

iil A genuine interest in fundraising and marketing 
as the means of helping the Institution lo reach 
its objectives. 

iv. Willingness to travel as pan of the job. 

The Institution offers excellent compensation 
packages. 

Interested candidates with appropriate qualifications 
should forward a detailed CV to the following 
address: 


Recruitment Manager 

P.O.Box 840&88- Amman- 1 1184~ Jordan 
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Mulki urges 
Germany, S. Korea 
to invest in Jordan 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, August s 


Jordan to spread 
incentives to other 
economic sectors 


AMMAN t Petra I — Jor- 
dan Monday urged Ger- 
many and South Korea to 
encourage firms from 
i heir re.spcciive countries 
10 make investments in the 
Kingdom and help in the 
general efforts for the 
country's development. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki discussed with Ger- 
man Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Peter Mende the pos- 
sibility of Mercedes 
Daimler-Benz investing in 
a project undertaken by 
rhe Arab Potash Company 
(APC) for the production, 
of manganese. 

Also discussed at the * 
meeting with Mr. Mende 
« us the issue of securing 
direct European financial 
aid to Jordan as well as 
general German invest- 
ments in the Kingdom, 
especially in industry, 
now that the Kingdom's 
laws permit a foreign 
investor to own 100 per 
cent of a project. 

Dr. Mulki said the 
ambassador has expressed 
readiness on the part of 
Germany to contribute to 
this project adding that a 
delegation from the Ger-. 
man company is to visit 
Jordan soon to discuss 
opportunities for bilateral 
ventures in industry and 
for the transfer of modern 
technology to Jordan. 

The minister said he 
told the ambassador that 
Jordan wishes to see 
majof German firms ben- 
efiting from the King- 


dom's free trade zones 
and industrial estates to 
establish subsidiaries to 
manufacture products for 
export, noting that the 
ambassador has promised 
to follow up this matter 
with the concerned Ger- 
man authorities. 

At a separate meeting 
with South Korea's 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Jung -II Oh. Dr. Mulki 
voiced Jordan’s desire to 
see more Korean invest- 
ments in the Kingdom, 
pointing out that Seoul 
has lately increased its 
exports to the Jordanian 
markets. 

At the meeting. Dr. 
Mulki suggested that Jor- 
dan can serve as a region- 
al centre for maintenance 
of Korean equipment and 
machinery which are mar- 
keted in the region. He 
emphasised that Korea 
can establish factories in 
Jordan for the manufac- 
ture of basic components 
for the Korean machinery 
like auto spare parts for 
various Korean vehicles. 

Dr. Mulki also urged 
South Korea to offer Jor- 
dan grants to back its sci- 
entific research pro- 
grammes at the country's 
universities and the 
research centres. He said 
such practice can promote 
human resources training 
and ensure the transfer of 
modem technology to the 
Kingdom. 


By Gtaalia AIul 9 

Jordan Times Siajf Repuner 

AMMAN — Theme 
parks, convention cen- 
tres and cargo transport 
projects will soon be 
included in the sectors 
enjoying incentives and 
tax exemptions brought 
about by the Investment 
Promotion Law, Assis- 
tant to the Director Gen- 
eral of the Investment 
Promotion Corporation 
(IPC) Reem Baaran told 
the Jordan Times Mon- 
day. 

“Cargo transport is a 
very important sector 
especially when the Iraqi 
market opens up for Jor- 
danian exports.” Ms. 
Badran said, adding that 
the decision to grant 
these new sectors tax 
exemptions has been 
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i Amra Forum Hotel Shops. Amman-Phone: 5527118 


Dune For Men 

T he Newest of Christian Dior 

LSTRA TRADE Agents Establishment General Manager 
luuki Tayvuli held a press conference during which he 
presented the new perfume of Christian Dior, Dune For 
Men. which is considered the freedom perfume that 
reminds of ihe Alma Mater. Verdiness and wood, and that 
man discovers through it a new world where nature is 
mixed wiih human spirit to unite in one. 

This perfume is available in Eau de Toilet 100 ml., 50 
ml. and 100 ml. aftershave lotion. 

It is now displayed at Eslra exhibition, the Gardens Street. 
Also available is limited quantities of the most popular 
perfume houses. 


approved in principle by 
the Higher Investment 
Council 

Previously, only indus- 
trial and agricultural sec- 
tors. hotels, hospitals 
and maritime transport 
and railways were grant- 
ed benefits and tax 
exemptions as stipulated 
by the law, geared 
towards attracting for- 
eign capital into the 
Kingdom. 

The government has 
been exerting strenuous 
efforts to encourage 
more foreign invest- 
ments in Jordan. Last 
month it abolished the 
non-Jordanian equity 
ownership ceiling in the 
transportation, " insur- 
ance, banking, telecom- 
munications and agricul- 
tural sectors. The con- 
struction, trading and 
trade services and min- 
ing sectors were exclud- 


ed from the decision, 
keeping the non-Jordan- 
ian equity ownership 
ceiling at 50 per cent. 


per cent. 


“We can see a direct 


result at the Amman 
Financial Market and in 
the banking sector," Ms. 
Badran asserted. 

She said the recent 
repeal of Article 4 of 
Regulation No. 1 of the 
Investment Promotion 
Law now allows for for- 
eign investors to transfer 
cash capital to Jordan 
after completion of the 
ownership transferral 
procedures. 

Previously the article 
stated that a foreign 
investor must transfer 
cash capital to the King- 
dom in convertible for- 
eign currency before the 
completion of the own- 
ership transferral proce- 
dures. 

It also stipulated that a 
foreign creditor could 
invest in any project in 
the Kingdom by capital- 
ising his/her credit to the 
project itself so long as 
ne/she submitted a proof 
of his/her initial transfer 
of funds through a 
licensed bank in Jordan. 

Ms. Badran told the 
Jordan Times that aJI 
areas in Jordan will ben- 
efit from tax exemptions 
according to their 
respective investment 
category classifications. 

“Previously certain 
areas and sectors were 
not exempt from taxes. 
Now the percentage of 
the deduction on taxes 
has been raised to 
include all areas in the 
Kingdom,” she said. 

Ms. Badran stressed 
that as part of the efforts 
to attract foreign 
investors into the King- 
dom. the Higher Invest- 
ment Council approved a 
decision to grant non- 
Jordanian investors five- 
year residency permits. 

The decision still 
requires the approval of 
the cabinet;' Ms. Badran 
added. 


Oqlah heads IPC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Start- 
ing Aug. 1, Muntasser 
Oqlah ~ has become the 
new director of the 
Investment Promotion 
Corporation (IPC). Dr. 
Oqlah, who worked for 
10 years at the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), 
has obtained his PhD 
degree in economics 
from Oklahoma Univer- 
sity in 19S7. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at , 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 

CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


0.7250 1-5488 

0.0005 1.0205 
0.4759 88.75 

0.1589 0.2964 



1.5260 

118.33 

14794 

1826.50 

04180 

6342 

0.7392 

978.78 

24876 

19243 

24491 

297746 

- 

7747 

04028 

1196.14 

14891 

. 

1.1652 

1543 

1.1048 

1.17 

- 

131645 

04835 

154641 

0.7546 

- 

7242 

5646 

04562 

86845 

244434 

18.78 

0.21 91 

3348 


Middle Eastern Currencies 




3.6400 0.3050 I 3.6728 1 153640 

5.1412 0.4308 | 5.1876 j 21 6949 1 4.7838 

0.97 0.0813 

04091 I | 84839 


US Dollar 

m±m 

0.7080 

Jordan Dinar 

14124 

- 

Saudi Riyal 

04666 

0.1888 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8780 

Qatar Dinar 

04747. 

0.1945 

Kuwait Dinar 

34785 

24212 

Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1928 

Lebanese/1000 

045 

04609 

r Egyptian 

04953 

0.2090 






Energy 




ent I 1940 19.78 

exa 2043 2044 

940 19.78 

7.70 17.80 

' 205.00 


Metal Prices 



Mid-East Currencies 


SA RJyal 04666 0.4976 

AE Dirham 04723 040308 

KW Dinar 34785 6.11621 

BH Dinar 04770 

CY Pound 14253 



314637 

32431 


313472 

215488 




Gold (oz’s) 
Silver (oz's) 
Platinum (oz's) 
AL{3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months 
N! (3 Months) 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid 





New York 
Newyork 
London 
Tokyo 
Paris 
Frankfurt 


USD 
GBP 
JPY 
DEM 3.02 
FRF 345 
CHF 

m. 


Main Equity Indices 




W JONES 8147.12 


Mohlii 


547 

7.06 7.19 741 

047 041 047 

345 345 347 

344 348 3.66 

1.66 


DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Energy 


48834 

19668.07 

299146 

429644 



* JOD Cross Rates 



THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Household 
members 
6 Hoofed 
mammal 
11 Evil 

14 Madonna role 

1 5 Miss Papas 

16 Beam 

17 Mediocre 

19 Wrath 

20 Timetable abbr. 

21 Embankment 

22 Pith helmets 
24 Ranges 

26 Actor Omar 
28 Principal 
30 Diplomat 
33 Faulty 
36 Brutish ones 

38 Make public 

39 Solitary 

40 Ski lifts 

41 Thin Man's dog 

42 Boastful talk 

43 Snapshot 

44 Pinnacle 

45 Name in 
dancing 

47 "The Way We 
f — r 

49 Matt Dillon 
e portrayer 
51 Lassoes 
55 Macarena and 
twist 

57 Wine casks 

59 In ihe manner 
of 

60 Aesthetic 
pursuit 

61 Curt 

64 Zilch 

65 Sky pad 

66 Turn inside out 

67 Lighthearted 

68 Supports 

69 — earth 

' (captured) 

DOWN 

1 Flat-topped 
elevations 

2 Ward off 

3 Small-scale 
4- From — Z 

5 Barry or Deion 

6 — off (anger) 



by Don Johnson 


7 City on the 
Rhone 

8 Pod occupant 

9 Puts in office 

10 Spas 

11 Document 
carrier 

12 6wiss stream 

1 3 Changes the 
color 

18 Plate 
23 — mater 
25 Rower holder 
27 Farm implement 
29 Vagrants 

31 Smashes 

32 OED word 

33 Kelp 

34 Extinct birds 

35 At once 

37 Hood's piece 

40 Farm machine 

41 Vicinity 

43 Parasitic plant 

44 Refrigerator 
item 

46'Rainbow 
48 Sea birds 
50 Denude 


IQQQQ □□□□ □□□□ 
!□□□□ DQQD QEIOQ 

idea EH 9 BQ □nnnsol 

hdcib I 

!□□□□ DQDO □□Onl 
(□QdQDOQQGnQaCIE]l 
□□□ □DQB E 3 DE 1 BB 
IEQ DQKiS □□□□□ 
HUES QDOQ 

□□□□□ □□□□ cnaal 
□QgQQBagQQQQaQl 
IQDD □□□□ BQCIdQ 
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;a good 

person fofrWfaf 5 
help 1 -youAvidf r any 
culdes.; ■ .... 

GEMINI: (Stay. 

Jobe 2 1 ) Dot ’t-takc 
risks today ' where' yoop 
credit or reputation ant 
concerned. If a superior- 
is in a tight, spot 'at this 
time, offer .your . assis- 
tance to. this person and 
thereby yon will : recdVeF 
the ’ braeficiaL results 
•his: or her gOTerosity. 
MOON OffiJJRENV 
(June 22 to July 21) If. 
you want that new idea to 
.perform to yow benefit 
today, get moving* rib it' 
right away.. Take.Jt, easy- 
later, this evening, and get 
plenty of rest thereby, you 
can handle the hectic 
days which are ahead. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Handle us many 
obligations as you , cair 
this morning, as you 
probably won’t have tiro* 
later in the day. Gq aloe 
with your mate's wishes: 
later this evening and yon; 
will notice that him ol 
her is quite appreciative, t 
VIRGO: ( August 22 to 
September 22) You cob 
come to an understand- 
ing with a difficult fellow 
associate early today. 
Stay at home later dus 
evening, and get plenty 
of rest after a tiring day, 
thereby you can recharge 
ydur, batteries for the 
days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Labour on 
making your home sur- 
roundings more charm- 
ing and functional and 
thereby you can entertain 
many guests. Your career 
activities should be han- 
dled more slowly and 
carefully than usual, 
thereby you won’t .make; 
any errors. 

SCORJPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
should not take any 
unnecessary risks today; 
or you could lose out on 
‘a fine opportunity which 
could be quite beneficial 
Be very serious when 
dealing with close 
friends so that you don't 
offend them. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Get your home in 
fine order early today, as 
you may warn tp enter- 
tain some friends there 
later. Show your devotion 
to your mate, by getting a 
special gift or taking him 
or her to a romantic spot 
you both will enjoy. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Lei 
anyone who is involved 
know what your plans for 
the days ahead are. Be 
sure to use great caution 
while oui driving on ihe 
highway today ~or later 
this evening and thereby 
you can avoid any great 
difficulties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Get 
any practical chores out 
of the way early today, as 
an important business sit- 
uation will require your 
full attention later thus 
evening. This is a- good 
time to meet wiih fellow 
associates and devise a 
plan of action. 

PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Your intu- 
ition is working fine 
today, so don’t be afraid 
to rely on it if you 
become a bit confused 
with career activities. 
Think of your mate’s 
needs before your own 
and thereby you will 
receive much apprecia- 
tion." . 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quartz 
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JD618m 

** THE TOTAL balance sheet figure posted by 
the Jordan Islamic Bank reached JD618.6 million 
at the end of last year with total deposits amount- 
ing to JD502.3 million and total financing and 
investments standing at around JD442 million. 

According to the annual report, the bank gener- 
ated JD5.6 million of net profit last year com- 
pared to a JD5.8 million net profit posted at the 
end of 1995. Of this net profit, the bank distrib- 
uted dividends at a rate of 12 per cent. In addi- 
tion, the bank will be distributing a quarter of a 
share as a free bonus for each share held by share- 
holders as part of the measures to increase the 
bank's capital to JD22 million (A1 Ra’i + A1 
Aswaq + A1 Dustour). 



"If s special lipstick for married women. 
It contains caffeine so your husband 
won’t.fai! asleep while kissing you.” 
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Palestinian stock exchange 
evades Israeli closure 


NABLUS (AFP) — The 
budding Palestinian Stock 
Exchange made an 
unplanned leap into the 
future Sunday with the 
introduction ' ahead of 
schedule of remote comput- 
erised trading to counter an 
Israeli security clompdown 
which prevented brokers 
from reaching their offices. 
'The Palestinian securities 
exchange said the first 
remote trading session was 
held via computer terminals 
in brokers’ offices in 
Nablus and Ramallah on 
the West Bank. 

“We managed to conduct 
a trading session today 
despite the Israeli closure;' 
said Safwan Baxtaineh, 
director of the stock 
exchange. 

Sunday's session had 
been in doubt because of 
travel restrictions imposed 
on Palestinians by Israel 


following a double suicide 
bombing last week in 
Jerusalem by suspected 
militants who lulled 13 
israelii. 

The security clampdown 
has sealed the borders 
between Israel, the West 
Bonk and Gaza Strip and 
prevented movement 

between autonomous West 
Bank enclaves like Ramal- 
lah and Nablus. 

“We were supposed to 
start the remote trading at a 
later date but because of the 
closure we introduced the 
system today,” Mr. Bat- 
taineh said. 

“It was still emergency 
work however since many 
employees who normally 
commute from other towns 
were not able to reach our 
offices," he said. 

“Against this backdrop of 
strangulation of basic 
human liberties and eco- 


nomic activities, the securi- 
ties industry shall do its 
utmost to provide the best 
possible services to 
investors in an effort to 
maintain the flow of much 
needed capital to Palestin- 
ian companies." the stock 
exchange said in a state- 
mem. 

The stock exchange was 
officially opened in Febru- 
ary and began full trading 
in May. Mr. Battaineh said 
24 firms are currently listed 
on the market with total 
capital expected to reach 
S700 million by the end of 
the year. 

In a related development 
Sunday the Palestinian 
Monetary Commission 
issued a statement com- 
plaining that the Israeli clo- 
sure measures were seri- 
ously hampering the entire 
banking and financial sec- 
tor. 


The body said the travel 
restrictions had prevented 
the movement of currency 
between Israel, the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and Jor- 
dan and caused delays in 
the clearing of many 
checks. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat appealed to the Unit- 
ed Nations over the week- 
end for help in pressuring 
Israel to lift the clamp- 
down. which he called a 
“declaration of war" 
against the entire Palestin- 
ian people. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
defended the measures 
Sunday at a meeting of his 
cabinet, saying Israel had to 
act against violent Palestin- 
ian militants because self- 
rule authority’ was not 
doing so. 
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290.000 214.500 

ARAB RJUflt 

2. MO 

1.660 

JOtU MATIOHM. UK. 

3.600 

2.760 

SARK OF JORDAN 

2.460 

2.250 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BXi 

3.200 

4.400 

TUX HOUSING KX. 

4.180 

2.440 

JOR- KUWAIT BANK 

1.030 

.760 

JO*. COL r HANK 

4.050 

3.460 

JOH. ISLAMIC BANK 

3.600 

3.000 

JOB. XNV.riN. BANK 

1.440 

.850 

7HXLADCX-.IMV.BK. 
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352 448160 


Companies struggling 
to protect their 
trademarks on Internet 


no. or 
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TRADES 

JD 
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PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 


20 
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294.00 

293.03 
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7400 
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2.05 

2.07 
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3.05 
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11000 
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2.26 
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4.86 
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3.92 
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.01- 


750 
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.01* 
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.660 

.410 

JOB -TRADE FAC. 

11-5 

0.00 

7 

5150 

2215 

.43 

.43 
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a -950 

.540 

JDR.riN.XHV.OO. 

P 

; o.oo 

9 

3819 

2292 

.62 

-60 

.02- 


.840 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

i 0.00 

25 

147700 

29540 

.70 

.70 

— 


.620 

.370 

ARAB rZH. INVEST. 

9 

| 0.00 

28 

118100 

507BB . 

.49 

.43 

.01- 


38-000 

29.000 

JOR TOURIST TRAMS. CO 

3.0 

1 3. 28 

2 ' 

510 

15530 

29.00 

30.45 

1.45* 


B .950 

.610 

AL— DAWUYAH 75* 

64.3 

0.00 

9 

9000 

3790 

.66 

.67 

.01* 


.750 

.400 

KHTL . MOLT. ENC . HAHICO 

9 

1 0.00 

■•26 

62200 

32560 

.53 

.52 

.01- 


.640 

.410 

NAY LAX DIES £ MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

3 

2000 

905 

.45 

.46 

- 


.820 

.710 

JOHDAN STEEL 

33.5 

6.76 

17 

23700 

17536 

.74 

.74 
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E 

0.00 

3 
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962 

.61 

.62 

.01* 
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.660 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 
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.670 

.550 
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5 
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.61 
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.600 

.320 
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.75 

- 1 
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.720 
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36.7 

, 0.00 

2 

3250 

2410 

.76 

.76 
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.860 

. .590 

MID. EAST. COMPLEX 

8.0 

15.38 

4 

3500 

2245 

.65 

.65 
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GRAND TOTAL 
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175078 
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Washington <afpj — 

Companies around the world 
are desperately seeking a way 
to protect their trademarks on 
the Internet as they combat 
both prates specialised in seiz- 
ing site names, and legitimate 
claims to similar names by 
firms in other countries. 

A conference in Washington 
last week on the electronic 
address distribution crisis tack- 
led the thorny problem it 
described as a “collision of 
trademarks with Internet 

domain names." 

Internet domain names, as 
addresses on that network are 
called, enable users to find then- 
way on the web by entering the 
name of a company — such as 
AFRcom — or an acronym — 
such as Careerpaih.com. 

Those domain names can be 
extremely valuable assets. 

“Cybeisquaners” were quick 
to realise they could make a 
quick buck by registering the 
names of companies that don't 
yet have a presence on the 
Internet and then selling the 
name to the company. 

On top of that, companies 
ran the risk that another firm 


with a similar name gut the 
domain name first. 

The British computer ser- 
vices company Prints* PLC ha* 
faced the lineal of being barred 
from using its name on the 
web. even though it naJ 
already spent hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars on the site, 
after a U.S. tennis racket manu- 
facturer. Prince Corp. claimed 
worldwide rights to the domain 
name. 

A British court ruled in 
favour of Prince PLC, citing 
legislation that foresees the 
"abuse of British trademarks.” 
Internet consultant, John 
Wood, told the Washington 
Forum. 

Mr. Wood is also concerned 
that a law enacted by some far- 
away nation could at some 
point bar a firm from using irs 
own name in its web site 
address. 

"There is in fact no world- 
wide law on intellectual prop- 
erty. nor is there a single organ- 
isation with the willingness lo 
Ltckie these problems." the 
Geneva-based World Intellec- 
tual Property Organisation said 
in its web site. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 




THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 
PROOF AND UNCIRCULATED COIN SETS 
1996 

The Central Bank of Jordan has now available for 
sale proof and uncirculated coin sets dated 1996 
which include eight denominations as from 3/8/1997 
as follows: 


Specifications Prices 
t in JD 


25 


Proof set in leather case 


Uncirculated set in cardboard cover 


Petra & Quseir Amra 
Chosen as World Heritage Sites. 

AN INTERNATIONAL photo competition hax been Jjunchrd. 
organised by UNESCO. AGFA and LUFTHANSA. The competition 
has been created to mart the occasion of the 25ih anniversary of 
ihe Convention concerning the Protection or Uie World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage, by turning the international spotlight un 
the world's natural and cultural sites. 

No competition of this type has ever been 
organised on such a scale. 

Hr. Ahdulqader El- A trash/ Director of UNESCO Office-Amman. 
explained that the World Heritage Convention was adopted by 
the UNESCO General Conference in its 1 7th Session. Paris. 1972 
as a unique legal instrument for promoting the restoration, 
conservation and safeguarding of historic and natural heritage of 
outstanding universal value all over the world. 

To he accredited, a sire must have outstanding universal value as 
regards an. history, science or merely beauty. Today the Seven 
Wonders of Antiquity have become 306 properties 1 380 cultural 
sites. 107 natural sites and 19 mixed sites) inscribed on the 
World Heritage List and in particular Petra & Quseir Amrx 
These sites extend through five comments and offer countless 
npporiunilics for photographers to take rare and beautiful 
pictures. In Jordan Petra & Quseir Amra have been selected 
among the 306 sites included in the list. Mr. Foteh Tleel. the 
AGFA representative in Jordan explained that this competition 
represent a true challenge to the world's photographers — 
amateur or professional — to take pictures of any of the 3Qo 
designated sites on the World Heritage LisL 
There will he 350 exciting prizes. The first would he a journey 
right around the world for 2 persons, visiting cultural capitals on 
3 continents. The prize includes flights with LUFTHANSA ft I 
United Airlines, accommodation in Hilton Hotels, pocket money. . 
AGFA photographic material A processing, and welcome t>;. , 
UNESCO representatives. 
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At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
‘ Phonc5527 1 1 8 Also in Brazil 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
of unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
- Estate 
Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRiG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service . 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% target. 

* FraO' enlargement 
20 x 30 pm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdali 
to Airport and Back 


Soecici Reduced Fares at 
500 fils Fg; Airport Staff 
end our Frequent Cusicmers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-5 1531- 
Abdali Branch 653313 
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•OLYMPIC SIZE 

SWIMMING 
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COURTS 

* SAUNA. 
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* FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 
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The place to be if its on CD 


* We buy , * 
seii & trade 

CDS 


Hew 



LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 





jnrreisani. next to shmeisani ejcs! odn 
Tel. 7 Q062£ - Fax. 604 1 S3 






































10 Sports 

WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Kipketer strolls through opening round 


ATHENS (R) — Dane 
Wilson Kipketer gave the 
thumbs up after strolling 
through the opening round 
of the S00 metres on the 
third day of the World 
Championships on Monday. 

The Kenyan-bora Dane, 
refused permission to com- 
pete in last year’s Atlanta 
Olympics because of wran- 
gles over his nationality, 
clocked one minute 46.34 
seconds and hardly raised a 
sweat in his early morning 
race despite sweltering con- 
ditions. He gave the 

thumbs-up sign after cross-- 
ing the Line and should finds 
life just as easy in the next 
two rounds on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Friday’s final 
might not be all that diffi- 
cult either for the defending 


champion. 

“It’s okay out there. I 
wanted to lead from the 
front because 1 did not want 
any accidents,” he said. 
Then Kipketer, who last 
month equalled Sebastian 
Coe’s 16-year-old world 
record of 1:41.73, added: 
“I’ve only started my job, I 
still have many things to 
learn.” 

Norwegian Vebjoem 
Rodal of Norway, who won 
the Olympic title in 
Kipketer's absence, was 
another easy winner, over- 
taking Burundi's 

Arthemnon Hatungimana in 
the last few metres to take 
his heat in 1:47.58. 

With the first four in each 
heat and the four fastest 
losers qualifying for the sec- 


ond round, there were no 
upsets in the event. 

Apart from two heats in 
the women's 10 kins walk, 
the only other action on 
Monday morning came in 
the heptathlon long jump. 

Sabine Braun of Germany, 
the 1991 world champion 
and the overnight leader, 
saw her lead cut after the 
long jump, but avoided the 
nightmare that cost her 
Olympic gold last year. 

In Atlanta she jumped 
only 6.21 metres in the long 
jump which saw her drop 
from third overnight then to 
seventh where she eventual- 
ly finished. 

But on Monday she 
cleared a respectable 6.42 
metres and stayed in first 
place with 4,990 points with 


the javelin and 800 to come 
later oh Monday. Denise 
Lewis of Britain, the bronze 
medallist in Atlanta closed 
the gap on Braun at the top 
by 17 points after her 6.47 
long jump, and has 4,885 
points, just 105 points fewer 
than Braun. Remegiya 


New era in sprinting unveiled as 
Greene, Jones win 100 metres 

Gun shoots down Ottey 's last chance 

Troubled Masterkova loses race against time 


ATHENS (AFP) — A new 
era in sprinting was 
unveiled here at the World 
Championships on Sunday 
when 21 -year-old Marion 
Jones and 23-year-old 
Maurice Greene became 
100m champions. 

It was a dramatic chang- 
ing of the old guard — 
Jones replacing the 30- 
year-old Gail Devers and 
Greene the 29-year-old 
Donovan Bailey. 

Jones did not have the 
satisfaction of dethroning 
Devers in a head to head 
the American unable to 
compete here because of 
injury but Greene out- 
sprinted Bailey to leave the 
Canadian in second place 
and a former world cham- 
pion. 

But the women’s 100m 
final will go down in histo- 
ry' as one of the most chaot- 
ic in the sport’s history. 

Jones just edged ■ the 
Ukraine's Zhanna 

Pintusevich but 

Pintusevich was convinced 
she had snatched the race 
with her final stride. 

She immediately set off 
on a lap of honour, 
besieged by photographers. 

A stunned Jones stood by 
the side of the track, staring 
at the giant television 
screen, waiting for a replay. 

With Pintusevich on her 
knees on the far side of the 
track weeping with joy the 
screen suddenly confirmed 
Jones was the new world 
champion in 10.83. a per- 
sonal best, and the 
Ukrainian second in 
10.85secs. 

Sevatheda Fynes of the 
Bahamas was third in 
11.03. 

But even before the race 
began there was drama 
when Merlene Ortey's 
hopes of winning her first 



Maurice Greene of the United States (R) crosses the finish line in the 100 metres event 
at the 6th IAAF World Athletics Championships. Greene won the gold medal in a 
time of 9.86 seconds ahead of Canada's Donovan Bailey (C) (Reuters pbotol 


ever world championship 
100m gold ended with a 
false start. 

The 37-year-old Ottey 
did not hear the recall and 
hit the 50m mark before 
she realised she was the 
only one running. 

She dragged herself back 
to the start walking so 
slowly that two 100 metre 
races could have been run 
by the time she reached her 
blocks. 

But despite trying to 
regroup her race was" shot 
and her dreams of adding a 
100m gold to the two 200m 
title she has won seem 
beyond her reach now, the 
Jamaican being 39 when 
the next World 
Championships are held in 
Seville. 

Modem technology has 


cost Ottey dear, with her 
two narrow photo finish 
defeats to Jones' American 
compatriot Gail Devers in 
the 1993 world final and 
the 1996 Olympics. 

And now in what must be 
her farewell from the top 
table a gun has ended her 
100 metres agony — in the 
least humane possible way. 

Greene had no such 
drama. He simply under- 
lined that there was a new 
king on the block when he 
held off defending champi- 
on Bailey to cross the line 
in 9.86secs. 

Bailey clocked 9.91 with 
American Tun 

Montgomery : taking the 
bronze in 9.94 seconds. 

“I knew I could be the 
number one man in the 
world," said a beaming 


Greene afterwards. 

The defending and 
Olympic champion Derrick 
Adkins joined the list of 
stars who have gone crash- 
ing out of the World 
Athletics Championships 
when he failed to reach the 
400m hurdle final here on 
Sunday. 

The 27-year-old from the 
United States falrered 
badly over the final 20 
meters and could do no bet- 
ter than finish fifth in^his 
semi-final heat 

“It is a real comedown. 
You are Olympic champion 
one year and the next you 
are an also ran,” said 
Adkins. 

Olympic champion 
Svetlana Masterkova 
slumped out of the champi- 
onships when the ankle that 


has plagued her since she 
arrived here finally gave 
way. 

The 29-year-old pulled 
up on the final straight in 
her 1,500m semi-final heat 
and limped over the line, 
head bowed. 

The Russian had to be 
helped off the track by an 
official and was eventually 
put on a stretcher and taken 
off for treatment in the 
Olympic stadium medical 
centre. 

It was heartbreaking fin- 
ish for the woman who 
pulled off the 800m- 
l ,500m double at the 
Atlanta Olympics last year. 

Masterkova has been 
plagued by injuries ever 
since she burst on the track 
scene as a 16-year-old. 

Only her steely determi- 
nation has seen her over- 
come a host of problems 
apparently caused by weak, 
bone structure. 

The latest injury now 
casts serious doubts on her 
future. 

Germany’s Heinz Weis 
added the hammer title to 
the title he won in the 
European Cup last month 
with a last throw of 81.78 
meters. 

Andrei Sakvaruk of the 
Ukraine took the silver and 
Vassili Sidorenko of Russia 
the bronze. 

Weis, who look bronze in 
the 1991 final, took the 
lead with a third throw of 
80.24 only to fall behind 
Sidorenko who threw 80.38 
on his next. 

But Weis threw 8 1. 14m 
to go back on top with his 
fifth throw and clinched the 
title on his final one to take 
the gold. 

Sakvaruk’s last throw of 
81.46 allowed him to 
squeeze past Sidorenko. 


Bubka considering Swedish move for sons’ tennis 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) 
— Pole vault champion 
Sergei Bubka is consid- 
ering moving from 
Monaco to Sweden to 
further his two sons’ 
tennis careers, the 
Ukrainian told Swedish 
daily Dagens Nyheter 
on Monday. 

Bubka, who holds 35 


world records and has 
won five straight World 
Championships, has 
close ties to the country 
— he owns a travel 
agency in Stockholm 
and is backing the city’s 
2004 Olympic bid. 

His two sons, 12-year 
old Vitaly and 10-year 
old Sergei, currently 


train in Monaco with 
famous Australian 
coach Bob Brett, who 
once coached Boris 
Becker. 

But the Bubkas see 
Sweden, home to tennis 
greats Bjoem Borg, 
Mats Wilander and 
Stefan Edberg, as an 
advantageous place to 


train because of its 
“good system and good 
coaches.” 

“My wife and I are 
talking about (moving 
to Sweden). It could 
happen in the future,” 
he said, adding: “We’re 
looking into how to 
give them better oppor- 
tunities for their ten- 


nis. 

Bubka. 34, is current- 
ly vying for his sixth 
straight gold medal- at 
the World Athletics 
Championships in 
Athens, his first compe- 
tition after undergoing 
Achilles heel surgery in 
December. 
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Medal standings at the World Championships after 

Sunday’s finals. 
Country 

GskL 

Silver Bronze Total 

I. United States 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2. Ukraine 

1 

2 

- 

3 

3. Germany 

1 

- 

1 

2 

4. Mexico 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5. Russia 

- 

1 

1 

2 

6. Canada 

- 

l 


' 1 

7. Bahamas 

- 

- 

I 

T 

. Belarus 

- 

- 

1 

1 


Nazaroviene of Lithuania 
was in third place with 
4,875 points. 

Four gold medals were 
being decided later on 
Monday the heptathlon, the 
women's triple jump and 
'400 metres and the men’s 
400 metres hurdles. 
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American Marion Jones crosses the finish line winning the women's 1 00m final at the 
World Championships. Jones won with a time of 10.83 seconds (Reuters photo) 

IAAF’s Nebiolo blames Greek 
organisers for public no-show 
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:4aldo and Kani 


ATHENS (AFP) — 
International .Amateur 
Athletics Federation (IAAF) 
President Primo Nebiolo 
blamed poor organisation by 
local officials for the lack of 
spectators at the 100 metre 
finals at the world champi- 
onships on Sunday night. 

The Olympic stadium was 
half empty for the blue 
riband event of athletics 
despite the fact that the 
Greek organisers had said 
beforehand the event had 
been sold ouL 

“It was very disappoint- 
ing.” said Nebiolo on 
Monday. 

“The organisers did not do 
a great promotional job 
before the championships. 
They did not understand." 
he added. 

Nehiolo’s remarks are sure 
to upset the Greeks, espe- 
cially as Athens is attempt- 
ing to win the right to host 
the 2004 Olympics. 

With five cities still bid- 
ding. the vote of who wins 
the Games is to be taken in 


Lausanne by the 

International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) next 

month. 

Athens is one of the firm 
favourites. along with 

Rome, whose bid is being 

led by Nebiolo, but any sug- 
gestion that die Greek capi- 
tal would be unable to host 
the Olympics could prove 
costly. 

The IAAF president made 
his public criticism in front 
of IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, which 
will further annoy the 
Greeks. 

With the championships 
only three days old there is 
growing concern about the 
lack of spectators. 

On the opening day there 
were almost more athletes 
than spectators and Nebiolo 
admitted (hut it is bud for the 
image of the sport when the 
television pictures being 
sent an uind the world show 
an near empty stadium. 

Athens is attempting to use 
the World Championships to 


prove the Greeks' ability to 
host a major event and 
organisers gone to extreme 
lengths to make it work 

But with so much riding 
on the success of the cham- 
pionships any slip could 
prove fatal in their Olympic 
bid. 

Yet many of the American 
athletes here are delighted 
by the crowds. 

'This is great. You uying 
running in the States. There 
is nobody watching you. 
Here there is," said Marion 
Jones, the new world 1 00m 
champion. 

And the lack of support for 
athletics in the United Stales 
has led the IAAF to create a 
special aid programme to tiy 
to promote the sport in 
America. 

“America is the most 
important country in the 
world. They have the best 
athletes but the sport is 25 lh 
in popularity, behind bil- 
liards. We must do every- 
thing we can to help.” said 
Nebiolo. 
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Erica Alfridi of fialy cools herself daring the first round of the 10000 metres walk at 
the Athletics World Championships. Alfridi finished the race in second place (Renters 
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PHILADELPHIA 


Steven Spielberg's 

THE LOST WORLD 
(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. S:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA *2' 


- Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




PLAZA 


John Travolta... in 

PHENOMENON 

Shows: 12 J0, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




rEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


A 


C0HC0RO «1* 

Liam Neeson & 

Julia Roberts ...in 

MICHAEL COLLINS 

f 1 2:30. 3:30. 6:00. #:.W. 10:-) 5) 

COHCORD ”2 ” 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


Nabil & Hisham^s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

The satirical play 


AMN AI AI YA HO 

peifonnance starts at S:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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MONTREAL (R) ; — 
Unseated A^ricaa Chm . 
Woodruff ettoxed a 
dream week of teams oa 
Sunday by riaimiag his 
fifth ctmsecative seeded 
sculp and first career tide 
with a victory over sbuh 
seed Gustavo Kuerten of. 
Brazil ai the Canadian 
Open. 

The 57rfr-rankrd 

WouAvff will see his c Mat- 
ing jump lo about 30th in 
the world, according » 
ATP tour officials, rfter 
completing his gatot-killsr 
role with a 7-5 44^$-3 vie*. . 
lory o*« the French Open 
champion. 

The former U.S. crfle- 
giaic champion from the 
University of Tennessee 
saved a match point in his 
opening contest against 
16th seed Jra Siemerink 
and never looked back. 

Following that close call, 
he knocked out second seed ' 
Goran Ivanisevic, seventh 
seed Mark Philippoussjs 
and fourth seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, before finish- 
ing off with Kuerten. 

■ Right now, i feel it's my 
biggest accomplishment in 
tennis so far " said the 24- 
year-old Woodruff, who 
collected $537,000 for his 
considerable efforts. 

The 20 -year-old Kuenen, 
who exploded onto the 
world stage with his stun- 
ning run at toe French Open 
this year, had been sensa- 
tional in demolishing top- 
seed Michael Chang 6-3 6- 
1 in Saturday *5 semifinal. 

But Woodruff used 
aggressive tactics and a 
much- improved serve to 
keep the colourful Kuerten, 
who was outfitted in Brazil- 
ian blue ami gold, at bay. 
"I’ve really been working 


on my serve, hitting lots of 
bucketfuls of halls » home 
and ite reyjly paid off tti 
ifcti said 

Woodruff, ywbo. belied 18 
aces, many : at critical times 
in toe match. : 

The stands were 

dotted with Brazilian Hags 
and oadmsiastic Kuerten 
« ipponers and Woodruff 
. apfiared a bit unsettled 
early in only his third 
career final as he double 
faulted to lose bis serve. 

But gradually Woodruff’s 
confidence surged and he 
began to dominate the ral- 
lies, breaking hack to tie 
the opening set : 44 and 
coming up with another 
service break to close it out. 
‘■Several players told me 
t he hits the.hcavie.st ball 
on the lour so l decided 1 
would Ix^ to rush him." 
Woodruff said. 

“I saw Michael (Chang) 



playing him and I thought 
he was a little passive,* 1 
added Woodruff. **I warned 
to step inside the baseline 
and force The issue." 

Woodruff was successful 
at his game plan, control- 
ling the pace by hitting his 
ground stroke early and 
returning serve with 
authority to keep Kuenen 
out of his game. 

“Chris didn’t give me too 
much time to hit," Kuerten 
said. **1 couldn’t hit so hard 
because 1 was always only 
blocking the ball back.” 

Woodruff again went 
down a service again in the 
second sel and this time 
failed to get it back as 
Kuerten levelled the match, 
forcing a third set. 

But the American con- 
trolled the key points in the 
final set. Add this time it 
was Woodruff who claimed 




\NfV 








Chris Woodruff of the U.S- serves during his match against Brazils’ Gustavo Kuerten 
at the finals of the Du Maurier Canadian Open in Montreal Woodruff defeated 
Kuerten 7-5 4-6 6-3 to win the tournament (Reuters photo I 

the critical early service think that 1 played bad second-ranked Chang, 

break and later finished off today.” Kuenen said. “*but I Kuerten will become the 

the match by belling his played good and he just first Brazilian man ever 

18th ace. played better.” ranked in the world’s top- 

“Everybody who saw me Still, for reaching the 10 when new rankings are 
play against Chang may final wilh a win over the released Monday. 


first Brazilian man ever 
ranked in the world’s top- 
10 when new rankings are 
released Monday. 


Ronaldo and Kami ready for Bologna Inzaghi strikes twice 


MILAN (AFP) — Inter 
Milan are preparing to field 
both ronaldo and Nigerian 
Nwankwo Kano in their 
friendly against Bologna on 
Tuesday night, in the 
Brazilian’s first real test in 
Italy. 

Ronaldo played only the 
first 17 minutes in his debut 
against Manchester United 
last month, a symbolic 
appearance for the San Siro 
faithful in toe Pirelli Cup. 

Now coach Gigi Simoni 
is planning to use the 20- 
year-old Brazilian ace for 
about an hour against 
Roberto Baggio's Bologna, 
and Kami for around half 
an hour. The two men may 
play together for a spell up 
front. 

“We’re playing against 
quality opposition," Simoni 
said, but admitted he would 


be experimenting with his 
team tactics. 

“I’ve got an idea of how 
we should play, but it’s only 
right to give everyone a 
chance to make me change 
my mind. 

“Other teams, like Juven- 
tus and Lazio, have had 
plenty of practice and 
therefore have an advan- 
tage. We’ve still got to 
experiment.” 

Ronaldo is expected to 
start alongside Maurizio 
Ganz, Inter’s top scorer last 
season, with Argentines 
Diego Simeone and Javier 
Zanetti, Brazilian Ze Bias 
and Frenchman Youri 
DjorkaefT in midfield. 

The coming weeks are 
designed to show whether 
the gifted DjorkaefT would 
be better used as a play- 
maker behind two strikers. 


with the added duty of 
defending in midfield, or 
whether he should replace 
Ganz. 

After the Bologna match, 
Ronaldo will have a day- 
long workout at Inter’s 
Appiano Gentile training 
base on Wednesday, before 
flying out to join the rest of 
the Brazilian national squad 
for their tour of Asia. 

Kanu. who made an emo- 
tional return at San Siro 
after undeigoing heart 
surgery in the United States 
last November, is mean- 
while determined to win 
himself a first-team place. 

The striker, who last year 
won the Olympic title with 
Nigeria — just weeks 
before bis heart condition 
was discovered — said: "If 
I’m at 100 per cent. I’m 
sure I’m going to play.” 


as Juve beat Newcastle 


Martinez leads Expos to win 


MONTREAL (R) — Pedro 
Martinez hurled a three-hit- 
ter for his Major League- 
leading 10th complete 
game to carry the Montreal 
Expos to a 6-3 victory over 
the San Diego Padres on 
Sunday: 

In Chicago, Sammy 
Sosa's two-out, two-run 
homer into the left-field 
bleachers off closer Todd 
Worrell in the bottom of the 
12th inning lifted the cubs 
to a dramatic 4-3 victory 
over the lOs Angeles 
Dodgers. 

fa eincinnati, Darryl 
Hamilton's RBI single with 
one out in the top of the 
10th inning ignited a five- 
nm explosion as the San 
L_ Francisco Giants beat the 
Reds 8-3. 

At Florida, Devon While 
had four hits and three RBI 
to lead the Marlins to an 8- 
4 victory, over the Atlanta 
Braves. 

fa Houston, Craig Biggio 
hit a two-run homer in die 
seventh and scored the win- 
ning run in. the ninth as the 
Astros edged the New York 
Mets 3-2. 

Tin Philadelphia, Mark 
Leiter piteheda complete- 
game seven-hitter' aiid 
Kevin Sefcik and Scott 
Rolen homered in a five- 
t run third inning that pro- 
■ pel/ed the Phillies to a 1(M 
rout of the St Louis Cardi- 
nals. 


In Pittsburgh, Kevin Pol- 
covich had a two-run dou- 
ble and Tony Womack 
added a two-run homer in a 
five-run eighth inning that 
lifted the Pirates an 8-4 win 


over the Colorado Rockies. 

Womack had his second 
four-hit game in eight days 
for the Pirates, who took 
three of four from Col- 
orado. 


CESENA, Italy (R) — New 
signing Filippo Inzaghi 
scored twice as Juventus 
continued their centenary 
celebrations with a 3-2 
defeat of English side New- 
castle on Sunday. 

Inzaghi. who joined the 
Italian champions after fin- 
ishing last season with Ata- 
lanta as Serie A's top 
marksman, scored Juve’s 
second and third goals as 
the Italian champions 
cruised to a 3-0 half-time 
lead. 

Defender Ciro Ferrara 
had put the Italian champi- 
oas 1-0 up after just 55 sec- 
onds. 

Colombian Faustino 
Asprilia scored twice for 
Newcastle after the break 

— once from the penalty 
spot and once with a sear- 
ing strike from 25 metres 

— but Juventus played out 
a comfortable victory in 
front of around 25,000 fans 


in Cesena. near Italy’s 
Adriatic coast. 

"H feels great to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary with 
two goals in my first match 
for Juvenms.” Inzaghi said. 

Juventus played the 
match in pink shirts, the 
colour of their original kit 
from the late I9to century, 
while Newcastle played in 
the black and white stripes 
which both sides have 
made famous. 

The Italian side, who last 
month celebrated their cen- 
tenary with a festival at 
their Delfc Alpi Stadium, 
adopted their black and 
white kit from England's 
Notts. County early this 
century. 

Juve plan another cele- 
bration on November 1 , the 
exact date of their founda- 
tion in Turin in 1897. 


The Embassy of Pakistan has a vacancy for a i 
1 translator from English into Arabic and vice, 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARtf 
ft TAHNAH HRSCH 


A MATTER OF TIMING 
noth vulnerable. Wi-st deals. the final toi 


MARINA FILINA FASHIONS 

CLOSED 

THE OWNER IS ON 

iiV 7 V : C ATI O N WB ROH®; 

■_Z “3^ ' T -:. ' 'U.-.L • - ---- ' 


Located in Alia heights. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
large sitting room, dining room, family room, fully- 
equipped kitchen, garden, garage and new 
furniture. 

5 minutes by car from 7th Circle - good price. : 

Please call owner at 711511 n 


NORTH 
dK54S 
01093 
O A J 1094 

* J 

WEST EAST 

* 108762 * A 

^ J 7 5 tfQ862 

0763 OQ85 

4.63 * A Q 7 4 2 

SOUTH 
*QJ9 
CAK4 

i)K2 

4- K 10 9 8 5 
The bidding: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
Pom Pub 1* INT 
Pus 3NT Pass Pass 
PAM 

Oft-nuif; lead: Sis of* 

There are many retains why you 
should prefer one finesse over 
another, or whether you should 
lake a fin«wp immediately or first 
cash a high card in (he suit. Com- 
munication betwoen declarer and 
dummy was tho crucial factor on 
this deal from a team match. 

Wo arc not enthralled by North's 
raise to three no trump, even 
though that would not hnvr Mi— 1 


the final coo trad. A cue-bid of two 
•Jubs in an attempt to locate a 4-4 
spude fit would have been a mere 

prudent approach. 

At both tables West ignored pan- 
iter's opening bid and led s low 
spade, taken perforce by East's ace 
The switch was to a heart, ducked 
by declarer and wan by West’s jack. 
The heart return was token in the 
dosed hand, and hen- the declarers 
parted ways. 

One cashed the king of diamonds 
ond continued with a diamond lo 
the ten, losing to East's queen. 
Another heart came back and. ana- 
declarer bad to overtake a spade 
honor id dummy to enjoy the dia- 
mond*, there were oniy eighL tricks. 
East grabbed the ace af clubs at the 
fir. 4 opportunity to cash the queen 
of heart* — down one. 

At the other table declarer led a 
low diamond to the fourth trick and 
finessed the nine. The defense had 
no counter. East could not afford to 
duck yiore. as the cards lie. that 
would allow declarer to run the 
whale suit. But alter East took the 
queen and returned a heart, declar- 
er won, cashed the queen and jack 
of spades, then overtook the king of 
diamonds with Lhe ace to score four 
diamond tricks ond the king of 
spades in dummy. 


Hingis claims 9th 
title of the year 


SAN DIEGO (AFP/ — - Martina Hingis 
conquered second seeded Monica Seles 7-6 
(7/4) 6-4 here Sunday to claim her 9ih 
WTA Tour title of the year. 

Hingis has now won 54 of 55 matches 
this season — her only loss against Croat- 
ia’s Iva Majoli in the French Open final. 
She has also won all four of her encounters 
with Seles this year and her latest success 
earned her $79,000 while Seles took home 
$36,000. 

Hingis was forced to counter-punch 
against the more aggressive groundstrokes 
of Seles, and also had to contend with some 
excellent serves from the World No. 3. But 
Seles lacked consistency. She struck six 
aces, but five double-faults, and two of 
those double-faults came at a crucial stage. 

Seles had failed to capitalise on two break 
points in the third game, and when she 
broke to lead 4-3 she allowed Hingis to 
immediately break back. Seles then broke 
again to serve for the first set at 5-4, but hit 
two double-faults, a tentative serve that 
Hingis gladly returned for a winner, and a 
backhand error to drop her serve to love. 

Hingis then took the tiebreaker, and 
although she failed to win five break points 


in the second set. she finally broke to lead 
5-4 when Seles netted a double-handed 
backhand. She then served our to love for 
the match. 

"She played her best tennis ever against 
me today. I don't know how I won the 
match. 1 was just hanging in there." said 
Hingis, who revealed that Seles is the 
toughest rival she has faced so far in her 
career. 

"She was the offensive player and l was 
on the defensive. The tiebreaker was really 
important, and lucky for me I got ahead 
early." 

Seles was subdued after her fourth defeat 
in four finals this year, and admitted she 
had given her opponent too many opportu- 
nities. 

"A few times she had to play some great 
shots, but other times I gave it to her," Seles 
confessed. 

"She played better than me on the key 
points, and she didn’t give me any free 
points like I gave her." 

Hingis now goes after her third title in as 
many weeks as she moves on to Los Ange- 
les — her final tournament before the U.S. 
Open. 


Manchester United down 
Chelsea on penalties 


LONDON (R) — Manches- 
ter United beat Chelsea 4-2 
on penalties to win the Char- 
ity Shield on Sunday after 
english soccer's traditional 
season-opener ended in a 
scrappy 1-1 draw. 

Former United striker 
Mark Hughes put Chelsea 
ahead in the Wembley 
friendly between the league 
champions and FA. Cup 
Winners, nodding in a cross 
from Italian international 
Gianfranco Zola in the 52nd 
minute. 

But Ruud Gullit's cos- 
mopolitan London side 
enjoyed only five minutes of 
celebration before Norway’s 
Ronny John sen headed in a 
Ryan Giggs corner for the 
equaliser with United show- 
ing off new signing Teddy 
Sheringham and Chelsea 
parading tough Uruguayan 
midfielder Gustavo Poyet, 
the game proved evenly bal- 
anced with neither side able 
to turn on the skill for a 
capacity Wembley crowd. 

But when it came to the 
shootout United showed 
their meule and poise. They 
put away all four of their 
penalties as Chelsea squan- 
dered two. 

Frank Sinclair's effort was 
easily saved by Peter Schme- 
ichel, diving to his right, 
while Italian international 
Roberto Di Maneo, hero of 


last May’s Cup final when he 
scored a goal after 45 sec- 
onds, blasted his shot over 
the bar. 

Paul Scholes, Denis Irwin 
and Roy Keane scored for 
united enabling Nicky Butt 
to fire in the winner. 

Neither side looked on top 
of their form in the first half, 
with passes going astray and 
chances missed. 

Gullit, who put himself of 
the bench but did not play, 
said afterwards the game was 
a "festival of bad passes, bad 
mistakes. It was not a good 
game." 

Sheringham. under enor- 
mous pressure to fill the 
boots of the departed United 
hero Eric Cantona, was busy 
but failed to connect to a 
Giggs free kick in the 10th 
minute and had shots 
blocked by young Chelsea 
back Danny Granville in the 
first half and by Poyet in the 
second. 

Poyet, himself, failed to 
connect after a piece of Ital- 
ian magic between Di Matteo 
and Gianfranco Zola pm the 
ball at his feet six metres oul 

And the ever-resourceful 
ZoJa also blew a goJden 
chance as the rain fell in the 
dying moments of the match. 
More Italian wizardry 
between Gianluca Vialli. 
brought on as substitute for 
hughes, and Di Matteo gave 


Zola the ball just outside the 
area but he shot wide as 
Schmeichel advanced. 

Four players were shown 
yellow cards, including 
Chelsea's explosive captain 
Denis Wise who developed 
an on-field feud with Sher- 
ingham littered with pushing 
and posturing. 

Sheringham was cautioned 
for flattening Steve Clarke 
with his elbow and United 
skipper Roy Keane was 
booked after he felled Poyet 
with a flying kick to the face. 

Gullit and United coach 
Alex Ferguson, relaxed and 
chatting happily to each 
other during the shoot-out, 
will be content no one got 
badly bun before the serious 
stuff starts with the first pre- 
mier league matches next 
weekend. Gullit said he was 
not disappointed to lose what 
he called the “lottery" of the 
shootout, adding: "We know 
we can cope with the best in 
England as we proved during 
the second half of last sea- 
son." 

Ferguson, who said 
Chelsea would be one of the 
sides to watch in the coming 
season, added his team had 
not felt fully fit after a recent 
energy -sapping far-eastern 
lour. “But next week 1 think 
we will in better shape," he 
added. 


INVEST IN JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
IN ACQUIRING 51% OF THE SHARES 
OF IRBJD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY COMPANY (IDECO), JORDAN 

The Government of Jordan (“GOd") has commenced a privatisation programme to 
introduce private sector participation in all sectors, especially infrastructure. As a part of 
this programme, GOJ has begun the reform of its electric power industry with the 
objective of creating a suitable environment for the sustainable development of the 
electric power, strengthening financial viability of the sector and improving the efficiency 
and quality of electricity services in the country. A high priority is being given to the 
attraction of private sector investment and expertise in power generation and 
distribution. 

Jordan Investment Corporation ("JIC‘) invites expressions of interest from local and 
overseas investors for the acquisition of 51% of the shares of IDECO, equivalent to 
1,542,540 shares, in the event that the interested party is a foreign investor, it is 
required that the investment be made by a consortium in wfiich there is a minimum 
participation of 10% of the total shares of IDECO by a Jordanian investor in this 
consortium. Candidates may be electricity distribution companies, electricity operators 
with financial investors, financial investors who can procure electricity industry 
expertise, or other suitable parties. 

IDECO holds a concession to distribute electricity in irbid, Ajloun, Jerash and Mafraq 
gove morales, which includes the provision to enter the field of generation. New industrial 
projects are focusing on the northern region of Jordan. Average annual industrial 
consumption in IDECO's coverage area has doubled from 1992 to 1996. In 1995 and 
1996, electricity supplied was 576 million kWh and 642 million kWh respectively, an 
increase of 11.5%. Sales in 1995 and 1996 was $26.6 million and $32 million 
respectively, and net profit before tax in 1995 and 1996 was $762,841 and $876,448 
respectively. 

Interested parties should express interest by submitting: 

1 . A one page summary of experience in the electricity industry, or a plan to procure 
electricity industry expertise; and 

2 . Most recent annual report or financial statement or other evidence of financial 
eligibility; to: 

Mr. Basetn AJ-Azhari 
Transaction Manager 
Assistant Managing Director, Finance 
National Electric Power Company (NEPCO) 

P.O. Box (2310) 11181 
Amman, Jordan 

Telephone: 858615 (from overseas: 962-6-858615) 

Cellular telephone: 079-28568 (from overseas: 962-79-28568) 

Fax: 818336 (from overseas: 962-6-818336) 

by 2:00 p.m. on Monday, September 15, 1997. Eligible parties will be given further 
information by Wednesday, October 1 . to enable them to submit a bid for 51% of the 
shares of IDECO. 
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Jewish settlers get big part 


of Israel’s housing budget 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's housing min- 
istry has spent almost 
20 per cent of its budget 
on settlements in the 
West Bank while resi- 
dents there represent 
only 2.5 per cent of the 
population, an official 
report said Monday. 

The rightwing govern- 
ment of Israel f Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has financed 
the construction of 
1.398 units in Jewish 
settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank, exclud- 
ing Arab east Jerusalem, 
the ministry said. 

“This represents 19 
per cent of the total pro- 
jects under construc- 
tion," Moshe Eilat, a 
spokesman for the min- 
istry. said. 

In addition, the hous- 
ing ministry is to 
finance the construction 
of 6.500 settlement 
units at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem which 

prompted angry 

Palestinians to suspend 


peace talks in March. 

The budget does not 
include private con- 
struction in the settle- 
ments. 

The government asked 
the Israeli parliament 
last week for $16 mil- 
lion in additional fund- 
ing to build infrastruc- 
ture for Jewish settle- 
ments. 

The anti-settlement 
movement “Peace 

Now" has protested the 
priority given to settle- 
ment expansion. 

“Because. of the ten- 
sion and deadlock in the 
peace process, this kind 
of decision threatens to 
touch off an explosion 
of violence and further 
aggravates the crisis 
with the Palestinians 
and Arab World." the 
group said in a state- 
ment- 

About 145,000 Israelis 
live in the 144 settle- 
ments dotted along the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 


State-run broadcaster refuses 
to jam Palestinian frequencies 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The state-run Israeli Broadcasting Authority 
i IB A) refused a government request to jam Palestinian radio and 
television broadcasts, an Israeli official said Monday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's government said it 
would block the Palestinian broadcasts as punishment for last 
week’s twin suicide bombings in a Jerusalem market dial killed 
13 Israelis. 

But Voice of Palestine Radio and Palestine Television — run 
by the Palestinian National Authority — have continued to 
broadcast. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s top aide David Bar-Dlan said the government 
needed the IBA in order to block the Palestinian broadcasts. 
"The government doesn’t own its own equipment, except 
through the IBA." he said. 

Mr Bar-Dlan confirmed a report in the Israeli newspaper 
Maori v that said IBA Director Motti Kjjshenbaum had refused 
the request 

“ISA’s business is broadcasting and not jamming.” Maariv 
quoted Mr. Kirshenbaum as saying. Mr. Kirshenbaum was out 
of the country Monday, and a spokesman for IBA refused com- 
ment. The Netanyahu government has had a shaky relationship 
with EBA since the government-funded broadcasters reported in 
January that his govern mment was involved in an influence- 
trading scandal. 

The French-based “Reporters Without Borders” sent a letter to 
Mr. Netanyahu Monday to complain about the order to censor 
the Palestinian press. 

Israel had said it would close down Arab newspapers it 
deemed anti-Israeli as well. 


Iraq urges U.N. arms chief 
to beware of U.S., Kuwait 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
urged U.N. disarmament 
chief Richard Butler on 
Monday to beware of U.S. 
and Kuwaiti intentions 
toward Baghdad if he wants 
to maintain a good working 
relationship. 

U.N. biological arms 
experts, meanwhile, wound 
up a week-long mission 
during which they met Iraqi 
officials and visited sites 
placed under supervision. 

“Statements are not 
enough to create a good cli- 
mate in relations between 
the U.N. Special 
Commission and Iraq,” said 
the official daily AJ Thawra. 
referring to UNSCOM 
which is in charge of elimi- 
nating Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction. 

“For UNSCOM to be 
truly impartial . Mr. Butler 
must bear in mind that two 
parties are determined to 
poison relations between 
UNSCOM and Iraq," the 
paper said. 

“The United States and 


Kuwait enemies of Iraq, ... 
are trying to torpedo the 
relationship,'-' it said. “That 
is why Mr. Butler must 
remain objective when he 
receives information on 
Iraq from U.S. and Kuwaiti 
sources." 

Mr. Butler, who took over 
at the Stan of July as 
UNSCOM chairman, has 
vowed to be “fair” with Iraq 
and steer clear of politics, 
while hailing what he called 
a “new spirit of coopera- 
tion.” 

But for Iraq. A1 Thawra 
stressed, the UNSCOM 
arms inspectors must 
respect the country’s sover- 
eignty and security. 

“A positive relationship 
cannot be built by one side 
alone ... and the bridges of 
confidence destroyed by 
[Butler's predecessor Rolf] 
Ekeus cannot be restored by 
Iraq alone, but by Iraq and 
UNSCOM together.” it 
added. 

In late June, the U.N. 
Security Council threatened 


new sanctions against 
Baghdad if it continued to 
block arms inspections on 
the grounds of respect for 
its sovereignty. 

But no incidents have 
been reported since Mr. 
Butler took over from Mr. 
Ekeus. who W 3 S a hate fig- 
ure in Iraq. 

The UNSCOM team of 
nine germ warfare inspec- 
tors, led by Gabriele 
Kraatz-Wadsack of 

Germany, left Iraq on 
Monday at the end of a mis- 
sion which was also free of 
incident, a U.N. source said. 

Both Mr. Butler and Mr. 
Ekeus have said the biolog- 
ical weapons file was of 
special concern to the 
UNSCOM mission. 

U.N. sanctions were 
slapped on Baghdad for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
An oil embargo cannot be 
lifted until UNSCOM has 
eliminated Iraq's biological, 
chemical and nuclear 
weapons programmes as 
well as long-range missiles. 


Writer, protesting verdict, 
slashes himself in court 


CAIRO (AP) — A writer 
proresting a prison sentence 
imposed for u book ruled as 
pornographic shouted in 
court that he would commit 
suicide, then slashed him- 
self with a razor, police offi- 
cials said Monday. 

The writer, Alaa Hamed. 
was restrained by guards in 
the courtroom Sunday. He 
was treated briefly for cuts 
around his neck at a hospital 
and then released, the offi- 
cials said. 

Hamed was sentenced to a 
year in jail last month after 
a court ruled that his book, 
titled “The Bed" and pub- 
lished in 1993, “violates the 


values and morals" of the 
society. 

At an appeals court hear- 
ing on Sunday, Hamed said 
that he had “dropped the 
book from his literary past ' 
and retired from writing 
altogether. 

When the presiding judge 
asked him whether he 
would allow his daughter to 
read the more sexually 
explicit and insulting pas- 
sages, Hamed made no 
response. 

Later, while lawyers were 
debating the case. Hamed 
took out a razor blade, 
yelled, “I’ll kill myself, and 
the court will be responsi- 


ble." and slashed himself. 

The court suspended the 
sentence pending an appeal 
to Egypt's highest court, the 
Court of Cassation. 

Hamed. a former tax 
investigator, had legal prob- 
lems with an earlier book. 
“Distance In A Man's 
Mind." published in 1991. 

The book, in which God 
was put on trial, was seen 
by a state security court as 
an attack on Islam. 

Hamed was sentenced to 
eight years in prison, but 
this was commuted to 40 
days by former Prime 
Minister Atef Sidqi. 










Nuba faces 
genocide 
in Sudan 
— report 


Goats are passing by as an Israeli bulldozer demolishes a Palestinian home in an east 
Jerusalem Arab neighbourhood Monday. Three homes in the final stages of con- 
struction. went down under the pneumatic hammers sent out after approval from 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyantm-Netanyahtt {see story^orv page l) (AEP.photo) .. . 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
Nuba people of central 
Sudan are facing genocide 
at the hands of government 
forces despite the signing 
of an April peace agree- 
ment, a leading human 
rights group warned 
Monday. 

“Bomber aircraft and 
helicopter gunships have 
attacked civilian targets, 
dozens of villages have 
been burnt, together with 
all the foodstocks of their 
inhabitants and hundreds 
of civilians have been 
killed," the London-based 
group African Rights (AR) 
charged in a statement 
faxed to AFP here. 

AR warned two years ago 
that the Nuba, a group of 
non- Arab people in central 
Sudan, faced attack by 
government forces fighting 
rebels in southern Sudan. 

The Nuba have since 
faced elimination cam- 
paigns aimed at educated 
people and community 
leaders, the systematic 
burning of villages, and the 
abduction of rural people 
into “peace camps” that 
surround garrison towns, 
the group said. 

A faction of the Nuba 
people broke with the 
southern rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLAl in April and signed 
a peace agreement with 
Khartoum. 

But AR said Monday the 
situation had not changed. 

In recent months: 
“Thousands have been 
forcibly abducted and 
taken to ’peace camps.' 
where women are raped 
and men forcibly con- 
scripted into the militia, 
while lens of thousands 
face destitution and 
famine." the group said. 

AR said that during the 
same week when President 
Omar Al Bashir signed the 
peace agreements, govern- 
ment troops “were planting 
landmines around a newly 
established army garrison 
at Urn Dulu (in the Nuba 
mountains), after burning 
all the surrounding villages 
in the previous six weeks 
and driving away the peo- 
ple” 

Noting that the Sudan 
government is enforcing a 
strict embargo on humani- 
tarian assistance to the 
area. AR charged: “In this 
context, [he Sudan army 
creates displacement and 
famine, creates desol ation 
and calls it peace. " The 
SPLA has continued its 14- 
year-old campaign against 
Khartoum to free" the main- 
ly Christian and animist 
south from the largely 
Muslim, Arabised north. 
The conflict has cost an 
estimated - oneThfflionlfve" " 


^convenes 

yr ,_.p. 

* a:- l .... ,‘nr 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, August 5, 1997 



DESPITE ALL ODDS: A colourful clown waves Sunday under a Palestinian flag as an 
international aits festival opens in the West Bank city of Ram alia h. The festival 
opened despite tightened Israeli security around Palestinian areas following two sui- 
cide bomb blasts in Jerusalem last Wednesday (See stoiy on page 1) (AFP photo) 


New Iran president may 
face U.S. oil sanctions 


DUBAI (R) — Iran's new 
president. Mohammad 
Khatami, may soon be thrown 
into a face-off with the U.S. if 
Washington enforces sanc- 
tions aimed at stifling foreign 
investment in Iran's vital oil 
industry. 

Iranian oil officials on 
Monday confirmed an indus- 
try report that Canadian ener- 
gy firm Bow Valley had 
reached agreement in Tehran 
to develop Iran's Bala! oil- 
field. 

Bow -Valley's reported deal 
runs counter to Washington's 
1 9% Iran Libya Sanctions Act 
(ILSA) which U-S. President 
Bill Clinton signed as part of a 
policy to isolate Iran by deny- 
ing investment to Iran’s piv- 
otal industry. 

Cyprus-based newsletter 
Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) reported 
Monday that Bow Valley had 
signed a $2 12 million contract 
with state-owned National 
Iranian Oil Company (NIOO 
on July 29 to develop the off- 
shore field with finance pro- 
vided by an Indonesian con- 
glomerate. 

Under ILSA, Mr. Clinton 
can select from a menu of 
punitive sanctions against 
non- U.S. firms that invest $40 
million or more a year in 
Iran's oil and gas sector. 

Implementation of die Balai 
deal would be the biggest for- 
eign direct investment in 
Iran's oil industry since 
French firm Total signed a 
grounding $600 million deal 
to develop NIOC's and a oil 
and gas fields in 1995, oil 
industry sources in the Gulf 
said. 

“Bala! is not a big field in 
technical terms but it could 
become a major turning point 
for the future of international 
investment in Iran.** said one 
industry executive in the Gulf. 

With 7.5 per cent of global 
oil reserves and 15 per cent of 
gas reserves. Iran — the 
world's third largest exporter 
behind Saudi Arabia and 
Norway — is an attractive 
geological play for interna- 
tional oil firms. 

Foreign firms in two con- 
sortiums led by Total and the 
Anglo-Dulch Royal Dutch 
Shell group have been negoti- 
ating for a S3.5 billion devel- 
opment of Iran's giant south 
Pars gas field and an award is 
expected soon. 

Tehran offered Balai togeth- 
er with 10 other projects in 
1995 in order to alleviate 
shortages of hard currency. 

_ Bow Valiev would begin 
drilling at the 40.000 barrels 


EU envoys to return 
to Tehran together,or 
not at all — Kinkel 


BONN (AFP) — German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
warned Iran Monday that the European Union (EU) coun- 
tries would only send their ambassadors back to Tehran if it 
agreed not to exclude Germany, with whom relations are 
tense. 

“The German government believes, along with other 
member states of the (EU), that discrimination regarding the 
return of the ambassadors is out of the question.” Mr. Kinkel 
said in a statemenL 

“This is why such a return has not yet taken place." he 
said, “even if the Iranian leadership dearly wishes for EU 
ambassadors to come back, as do die Europeans.” 

ELI ambassadors were called home after a Berlin court 
suggested in a ruling last April that top Iranian leaders were 
linked to the 1992 murder of four Iranian dissidents in 
Berlin. 

Outgoing Iranian President Ali Akbar Hasbemr Rafsanjani 
announced late Saturday that his country .would accept the 
return of certain EU ambassadors to Tehran, but left 
Germany out, saying it should withdraw its claims. 

Mohammed Khatami, the moderate cleric who was sworn 
in as Iran’s fifth president Monday, pledged meanwhile to 
strive for “detente” in the Islamic republic's relations with 
other countries. 


per day (bpd) capacity field 
within 12 to 14 months after 
the field’s wellhead drilling 
platform was installed. MEES 
said. 

"The Canadian company's 
success in securing the con- 
tract comes as a number of 
other foreign firms were 
preparing to submit competi- 
tive offers MEES reported 

So far, Washington has not 
implemented the terms of the 
act despite deals between Iran 
and Turkey. Turkmenistan and 
a German bank loan to a 
Iranian firm developing a 
local oilfield 

The U.S. State Department 
said in May it was investigat- 
ing (he Balai development 
after NIOC awarded the deal 


to Bow Valley in partnership 
with a British engineering 
firm which has since dropped 
out of the project. 

U.S. Senator Alfonse 
D* Amato, a key force behind 
ILSA. last month warned 
Bow Valley against carrying 
out die Balai development 
saying that “deals such as this 
violate the letter, as well as the 
spirit” of the law. The 
European Union and other 
countries including Canada 
have strongly opposed the 
'extra-territorial nature of the 
acL Mr. Khatami a 54-year- 
old Shiite Muslim cleric, was 
formally, sworn —into, office 
Monday, sealing his landslide 
election victory in May. 

(see story on page 2 ) 


Iranian actors rally for new president 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Some 100 Iranian actors held a rally 
here Monday to show support for new President 
Mohammed Khatami, a former culture minister who has 
received the backing of many artists, intellectuals and 
women. The actors and actresses, carrying flowers and 
cakes, headed from the “Cinema Centre" in central Tehran 
for 10 Tehran movie houses where crowds applauded them. 
Outside the Ghod Cinema in northern Tehran, they offered 
passersby cakes and flowers. Movie stars Davud Raxhidi 
and Ali Reza Khamseh were among those who took pan in 
the rally. Mr. Khatami, a moderate cleric who won a land- 
slide victory in the May presidential elections, was sworn in 
Monday as Iran's fifth prosit' :nL In a speech after raking the 
oath of office, Mr. Khatami said he intended to improve the 
Islamic republic's image at home and abroad. He also said 
his administration would “restore civil liberties within the 


framework of the constitution and Islam” and oppose “any 
r violation of- individual rights,'*- 
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Julio Iglesias cancel 
concert in Lebanon 
over Israeli stamps 

BEEUT(AFP) — Spw 
crooner Julio Ijlesias w 
cancelled a concert 
Beirut this year because fc, 
members of his band hj 
Israeli stamps in their pas,, 
ports, organisers 
Monday. Georges Saadeh 
one of the organisers, toy 
Agence France Presse 
received a letter from 
Spanish artist’s office say 
ing that Iglesias will not he 
able to perform. He was due 
ro hold three shows in 
Beirut this summer. “Please 
be advised that due to the 
continuing U.S. travel ban 
to Beirut and the existence 
of Israeli stamps in certain 
key members of our hand 
and crew, no shows have 
been scheduled in Beiiu 
during 1997.” said the lei- 
ter. 
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Hong Kong police 
hunt up to 600 
boat people from 
freighter 
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HONG KONG (AJ=P) - 
Hong Kong police Monday 
hunted up to 600 illegal 
Vietnamese migrants who 
reportedly came ashore 
from a freighter. Eleven 
migrants had been rounded 
up in the search on the out- 
lying Island of Liuitau. a 
security bureau spokesman 
said. Radio and television 
reported that some of those 
who had been detained rohl rf, ’ ; 
pol ice a fr eighter lad en wife * 
as many as BOO tnigrams * '- r 
had arrived in Hong Kong . 
Sunday night. Most of them . ^ 
jumped ashore in the area Ji-'- r 
of Chek Lap Kok. where.- ° - 
Hong Kong’s new airport it jJ-.’ F- '■ 
being built and is the repnl- 7 -'~ 
ed source of work for illegal -' 

immigrants, according to £:*■:-’■ 
their reported testimony. • 


p : 


•* tth I 
u, lsfji 

N?:.iny; 

;„r> .’ll 

efj-aiio 




Dr. Tar 
•'Vici’N 
j j 

» 

... j . ■* : 

« • iv 1 

rvrc. Ds 
K:“i’ Hi 
Mr.' M 
ATrnghi 

i 


AFP launches mobile ^ 
telephone news ' 

service in Lebanon '"\-V 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Agence 

France Presse and a French- * "J ' ' . 

Lebanese company. Call ^ 1 ; 

Moyen Orient (CM0). ” . * - •; 

launched Monday a cellular 

mobile phone news service, ; Jl - ' : 1 • r % -' 

flu. \ ■ 


the first in the Middle EasL 
The service provides 24 -- ,r ■ ’ 

hours of international ;|‘ : ’ 
regional and local political. r ’ r - 7 
economic and sports news - 
broadcasts in French. * n ' 
English and Arabic. Dk' — - — - 
audio news broadcasts, pit- (1 
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audio news broadcasts, pit- itJ| | 

pared by a team of six jour- I O f'PPCl 

nalists, are accessible by S4LA Jft. vol 

ttholds b; 


dialling 1414 on cellular 
telephones of the Lihancell 
and Cell is networks which 
have a total of 250.000 sub- 
scribers in Lebanon. 


Frightened pony res- 
cued from open seas 


, Jyenev 
^Patches ' 


r... 




CABOURG. France (AFP) 
— Coastguards and firemen B 


» iw: uev 

ttvi* suicii 
!. : peon!; 
market la 


fv- 


k-V 


rescued a frightened pony 1 ■■rg 
from the high seas off . . . 

_ A _i tr Jv. .a., >h» i 


nonhem France after (he ^ 
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